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ACADIA OUTSTANDING MASTER’S RESEARCH AWARD 

At the defence, the Chairperson, representing the Division of Research, Innovation & Graduate Studies, 

will ask the supervisor(s), and both internal and external examiners whether they wish to recommend 

the candidate for the award based on the following criteria. A unanimous recommendation is required, 

noting that the Chair is nonvoting. 

Criteria for Nomination 

1. The Academic Record: Outstanding graduate academic record (at least 3.5 GPA). 

 

2. The Research: Highly original, innovative, and makes a strong contribution to the discipline.   

 

3. The Thesis: Thesis is impeccably written, and all substantive sections are strong. 

 

4. The Defence: Student’s presentation and responses to questions are accurate, clear, and 

thoughtful. 

 

5. Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion: Considerations, if any, should be addressed in the supervisor’s 

nomination letter. For instance: if a candidate had any EDI challenges they had to 
overcome (with permission of the candidate, this information can be disclosed), or if the 
research topic is relevant to issues of EDI. 
 

Administrative Guidelines: 

1. The award (1 per faculty, per academic year) is restricted to Master’s thesis-based programs at 

Acadia University, namely, M.A., M.Sc., MCD, MAK (Research Stream), and M.Ed.  Nominated 

students who have completed their thesis requirement during or after May will be considered 

for the award when the adjudication committee meets the following April.  

2. Each Academic Unit will undertake an internal review of their nominated students and submit 

the name of their top candidate to Graduate Studies.  If two (2) nominations are put forward by 

a dept/school, they will need to be rank ordered prior to sending the names of the nominated 

candidates to Graduate Studies for consideration by the adjudication committee. 

3. The student must have completed the degree requirements within the time limit of their 

graduate program (6 years for MSc, MCD, MAK-Research Stream, and MA in SOPT students; 5 

years for all other MA programs; and 8 years for M.Ed. students). 

4. As required for award selection, the Supervisor must provide Graduate Studies within one week 

of the defence, a letter of support for the student’s nomination 

5. In April of each year, the Graduate Studies Officer will provide the adjudication committee with: 

a. the supervisor’s nomination letter; 

b. copies of internal and external examiner’s reports; 

c. the thesis abstract from the time of final thesis submission; and 
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d. a copy of the student’s academic record. 

6. The adjudication committee will normally comprise faculty Deans (Arts, Professional Studies, and 

Science) and the Associate VP of Research, Innovation and Graduate Studies, who will Chair the 

meeting to select the awardees (1 per faculty). 


