How to Prepare for Your Thesis Defence
· For hybrid and in-person defences, as the candidate you are responsible for:
· Bringing your laptop and applicable adaptor to the defence to hook up to the technology in the defence room. Graduate Studies will ensure that you are provided with the particulars of the room, if that information is available. 
· Bringing your presentation on a USB drive as a backup
· Having either a hard copy of your thesis with you or have it easily accessible on your laptop to refer to. This must be the version that was submitted to the Examining Committee. Committee questions often refer to pages in the thesis.
· Practicing your presentation in the defence room, at least one (1) week before the defence, to familiarise yourself with the technology available and the layout of the room. To book the room for your practice session, please reach out to reservations@acadiau.ca . Practicing also includes becoming familiar with the system (how to share your screen, turn your microphone and camera on/off, etc).
Access to two monitors will make the process a bit easier for a hybrid defence; you can see your slides on one monitor as you present and still see committee members on another monitor. If there is a TV monitor in the room, you can utilize that as your 2nd monitor. Otherwise, consult with your supervisor about them bringing their laptop to the defence.
For a hybrid defence, before the start of the defence, please send a copy of your presentation to the Chair to share with the Examining Committee so they can follow along without having video.
If at any time you feel you need technology assistance, whether during the practice set-up, or the day of defence, please reach out directly to Technology Services at 902-585-4357.
The hybrid component of a defence is managed by your supervisor or the Chair of the defence.
For an MS Teams hybrid or virtual defence, Graduate Studies sets up and distributes the official meeting link.
For a Zoom hybrid or virtual defence, your supervisor sets up and distributes the official meeting link or sets up the meeting link and sends it to Graduate Studies to distribute.
· If you are defending your thesis virtually: 
· Before the start of the defence, please send a copy of your presentation to the Chair to share with the Examining Committee so they can follow along without having video.
· Make sure that your internet can handle the video call. If you're on wifi, consider having the wifi router in the room you're using.
· If your audio or video is lagging, you can inform the Chair of the defence and ask if the committee members could please turn off their cameras. This will allow your audio/video to be seen and heard better.
· When delivering your presentation, sit and be sure that your webcam has a good shot of you from the shoulders up.
· When the thesis committee is deliberating, the Chair of the defence will 1) place you in a virtual breakout room or 2) an arrangement is made with you prior to you leaving the virtual meeting where you will be contacted via phone or email when deliberation has been completed so you can re-join the virtual meeting. This is the only instance where a technology aspect for your defence will be done for you.

· You are encouraged to request a mock defense with your supervisor a couple of weeks before the scheduled defence date, so you have some preparation on handling questions.
Agenda for defences
The Chair will introduce you and the thesis defence committee. You will have a MAXIMUM of 20 minutes to present a concise summary of your research, with emphasis on the conclusions that have been reached. The thesis committee will follow with two (2) rounds of questions. Questions can then be asked by members of the audience/public. Deliberation of the committee and final outcome of the defence will complete the defence. Plan for a defence of approximately 1.5 – 2 hours in duration.
