
Description
This course is designed to help you continue to develop the writing and reading skills that a student needs to have to succeed in university. We'll
focus on the principles and mechanics of effective writing, with the goal of ensuring that you're able to meet the specific requirements of academic
writing in this and other courses. In addition to reviewing such topics as grammar, style, and voice, we'll study a variety of writing strategies and
essay styles. All the while we'll cover strategies for critical reading, the foundation for academic learning.

The course is organized into a series of Modules, which you can move through at your own pace.

Course Materials
Course Text

The one text you'll need to purchase for the course is:

Rules for Writers (10th edition), by Diana Hacker and Nancy Sommers.
This is the book I use to train my tutors at the Writing Centre – it’s full of good advice!
E-Book ISBN: 9781319392895
Paperback ISBN: 9781319392949

The Acadia Bookstore will help you get access for six months to an online version of this textbook, which you will access through the “RedShelf”
platform. If you would like instead to use a paper copy of the book, you can purchase a copy through any online bookseller.

Expectations
A student enrolled in this course, as with any online course offered by Open Acadia, is responsible for proceeding through the course
modules and assignments in an independent manner. Unlike with in-person classroom courses, for which the instructor holds regular office
hours, this distance course does not require regular contact with the instructor. That said, if you run into any difficulties, or have collected a
number of questions to ask, feel free to contact me at stephen.ahern@acadiau.ca.
A student is expected to note any term or concept emphasized in a lesson as being important, and to work to remember these: to collect
them and add them to their knowledge. This is the way to develop expertise, and also to succeed in later modules, and on the essays, and
on the final exam. 
A student is responsible for demonstrating that they're developing the skills and techniques and the work ethic expected of a successful
student. They are expected to complete all exercises, and to respond to all question-and-answer prompts in a lesson, even those not
specifically for grades. This is the way to thrive in a course that does not include the benefits of classroom discussions or face-to-face
consultations with the instructor.
A student is expected to spend time absorbing the feedback of the instructor when they get back graded course work. It is expected that
errors made on one piece of work will not appear in the next piece of work – or at least that an attempt is being made to learn how to do a
particular task right (this takes time!).
A student is expected to take their time in developing the important academic and life skills covered in this course – and to enjoy the
process of learning 😊

Completing Coursework
Keep in mind that the Acadia University Calendar stipulates that “No credit is given for a course unless all requirements for it have been completed.”

Mark as done

?
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Evaluation
Here is the grading scheme for our course:

Quizzes & Assignments (x 7) 28%
Grammar Quizzes 12%
Essay Prep   5%
Essay 1   5%
Essay 2 10%
Final Exam 40%

You'll learn more about what's expected for each of these assignments as you progress through the course.  It is important that you complete and
submit the assignments in the order in which they come in the course lesson modules.

In each lesson, all you’ll need to do is click on a button to access each assignment. Then when you submit the assignment in Moodle, the
assignment is delivered automatically to the instructor, who will grade it and return it to you through Moodle.

Writing the Final Exam
Once you have gone through all lessons and completed all Exercises, and submitted all Quizzes and Assignments that have a grade value, you are
welcome to apply to write the Final Exam. You can apply as soon as you’ve submitted all required work, so that the process can get moving even
while the instructor is grading the assignment.

The last assignment – Essay 2 – should be received at least 2 weeks prior to the date on which you'd like to write the exam. This will allow adequate
time for you to apply to write the exam, and for the instructor to grade and return that last assignment to you.

When ready, fill out the Apply to write the Final Exam form under Writing the Final Exam. The exam is online but requires an in-person proctor
to supervise it, something that has to be set up in advance.

When you are preparing to write the Exam, in Writing the Final Exam you’ll also find helpful guidance about what to expect and strategies for
writing a successful Exam.

➢ As a final note, you should keep in mind that this course is designed to have a student move through it in order, learning as they go and
submitting assignments in order. Anyone who instead hands in more than one assignment all at once at the end and wants to write the Exam
within the regular two week time-frame may see their progress slowed down, as the instructor has to get all graded work back to the student
before they write the Exam. (As well, this isn't a good way to progress and to learn, as there’s no opportunity to improve performance for the
next assignment....)

Student Handbook
You are responsible for becoming familiar with the contents of the Student Handbook. It contains important information about scheduling
examinations, applying for extensions, withdrawing from your course, ordering books, and computer and library services available to you. If you have
questions about the policies outlined in the handbook (available here: https://courseware.acadiau.ca/openacadia/studenthandbook.html), contact:

Open Acadia
21 University Avenue (Rhodes Hall)
Wolfville, NS B4P 2R6
Phone: 1-800-565-6568
Email: openacadia@acadiau.ca

Policy on Academic Integrity
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In this course students are expected to submit work that is the product of their own thinking and their own writing ability.

Academic integrity is compromised by academic dishonesty such as cheating and plagiarism. A student who is uncertain whether or not a course of
action might constitute cheating or plagiarism should seek the advice of the instructor involved before handing in work.

Cheating is copying or the use of unauthorized aids or the intentional falsification or invention of information in any academic exercise.
Plagiarism is the act of presenting the ideas or words of another as one's own. Students are required to acknowledge and document the
sources of ideas that they use in their written work.
Self plagiarism is also a form of plagiarism. It is the presentation of the same work in more than one course without the permission of the
instructors involved.

In this course, students may not use generative AI, such as Chat GPT, or paraphrasing software, such as QuillBot, to help them complete
assignments. Any student writing that appears to have been completed with the aid of one of these tools is subject to the procedure for
investigating academic integrity infractions (see pages 40-41 of Acadia’s Academic Calendar at https://registrar.acadiau.ca/AcademicCalendars.html).

The Writing Centre Can Help You Succeed
The Acadia Writing Centre offers free help to all students wishing to improve their writing skills, with in-person appointments offered September to
April each year. 

→ To book a one–to–one appointment with a writing tutor, click here

→ To see which helpful presentations and workshops you will want to attend this year, click here

Accommodation for Students With Learning Disabilities
Acadia University is dedicated to improving access to campus life for all students with disabilities. If you are a student who anticipates needing
accommodations in this course, be sure to contact Accessible Learning Services as soon as you’ve registered for the course. They are located in
Rhodes Hall and their contact email is accessible.learning@acadiau.ca.

Policy on Use of Course Materials
The written content of this course (including the lessons, presentations, and assignments) are the intellectual property of the instructor and may be
downloaded or copied for personal use only. Sharing these materials or uploading them to where they may be accessed by others (such as to
CourseHero) is a violation of copyright.

Course Schedule
You have 6 months to complete this course. You may set your own schedule, but if you intend to complete the course in less than 3 months, you
should let me know so that we can arrange a schedule. (This is to ensure you can finish in time, as you'll need to submit an assignment and then I'll
have to be able to grade and return it before you move to the next stage.)

Please do not leave all of your course work until a few weeks before your completion date. Although I will make reasonable efforts to accommodate
your schedule, I need time to grade assignments and the final exam.

Recommended Schedule

Week 1-3 Module 1
Week 4-6 Module 2
Week 7-9 Module 3
Week 10-12 Module 4
Week 15 Final Exam
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Above is an ambitious schedule, one that allows a student to finish the course in four months.  You can take more time than this, up to two months
more – or less, if you have the time and energy to really focus on the learning and assignments for this course.

Good luck on this journey!
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