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Course Description

SOCI 1013: Introduction to Canadian Society is designed to introduce students to the field of sociology through the study of Canadian
society. The course will explore contemporary social issues and the social forces that shape them, with an emphasis on developing critical
thinking skills.

Instructor

Instructor Michelle Coleman brings a wealth of experience, having worked extensively with marginalized populations such as the
homeless, single parents, immigrants, and those involved in the criminal justice system. Her research spans topics such as male intimate
partner killings, the history of the Canadian parole system, homelessness, and policing. Her background in criminology and involvement
in community work adds depth to the course material.

Contact Information:
Department of Sociology
Acadia University
Wolfville, Nova Scotia
CANADA B4P 2R6

E-mail: michelle.coleman@acadiau.ca

Course Overview
The course will focus on ...
The overall course objectives in SOCI 1013 are:

- to introduce students to the discipline of sociology through the study of Canadian society,
- to enhance understanding of the nature of contemporary social issues within Canadian society and the social forces which
contribute to them, and

- to develop critical thinking skills for analyzing issues from a sociological perspective.

The course objectives will be achieved through a combination of readings, assignments, and a mid-term and final exam. The course also
contains practice questions with each lesson.

Course Materials
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Text: Macionis, John J., J. Burkowicz, S. Mikael Jansson, and C. M. Benoit. 2024. Society: The Basics. 8th Canadian ed. New Jersey:
Pearson Education.
ISBN: 9780138107802

You can purchase the textbook directly from the student invite link below or redeem the access code you purchased from the
bookstore. Please note there are two options for the textbook - you will need to purchase the REVEL edition. This edition will contain
more course content such as videos and exercises to help you learn.

Student invite link: https://console.pearson.com/enrollment/xIfédu
Once you are registered in the course, sign in to REVEL here: https://www.pearsonhighered.com/revel/

See the student handbook for ordering information from the campus bookstore.

You will find information on accessing Library resources from off-campus here - https://library.acadiau.ca/distance-
education/access.html.

Evaluation
Readings

Lessons in SOCI 1013 consist of required readings and questions to complete. In addition to the required reading, students are
encouraged to consult and include additional sources.

Assignments

The course is designed to be completed over six months. You should submit assignments regularly and avoid trying to complete many
assignments in a shorter time period. There tends to be a high volume of submissions near the end of summer break and before exam
periods. Students should expect it will be more challenging to accommodate those wishing to complete the course in a hurry. Please
note that students are limited to submitting one assignment at a time. This approach will also help you improve the quality of your work,
as you will receive feedback before moving on to the next assignment. Although it is possible to complete the course in less than six
months, those wishing to do so are asked to discuss this with me in advance.

The assignments involve answering questions based on the material covered in the chapters and any supplementary resources provided.
They may also require critical thinking and relating the course content to your own social experiences. Assignments are designed to
evaluate your understanding of key concepts, theories, and factual content, and the clarity of your written work. Answers can include, in
some cases, personal insights or experiences. It is preferred that you avoid disclosing information that identifies others in your life as it's
important to maintain confidentiality, especially on sensitive topics, as a good ethical practice.

In addition, you will have the opportunity to engage more with the course content with Check Your Knowledge Quizzes on the course
page posted above each assignment. You will be given three points upon the completion of each quiz, upon completion of selecting the
correct answer. You may try the questions as many times as you like.

Assignments are assessed on both your demonstrated understanding of the course material and the clarity of your written presentation.
Additionally, your work should clearly show that you grasp the concepts, theories, key points, and issues covered in each lesson and
know the course content. Aim to be analytical in your responses, and ensure that your answers reflect a strong understanding of the key
ideas discussed in the readings. It's highly recommended that you proofread your work for grammar and spelling before submitting it.

Please submit all assignments electronically via the assignment sections of the course in Moodle. | will automatically be sent a
notification when you submit and finish an assignment for grading. The assignment answers will then be graded and you will be notified
as well when the work is evaluated. Your graded work will be returned to you within seven business days as per Open Acadia policy. Any
questions or concerns regarding the course can be directed to me via e-mail. You can expect a response within 24 hours.

Exams are booked by Open Acadia. Please plan to book at least a few weeks in advance of any exam dates. The links to book your mid-
term and final are on the course page. They will open to you once you complete the required course content. You must submit your sixth

assignment before you can book the final exam. Please direct your questions about booking the exam or arranging a proctor to them.

Mid-term and Final Exam
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The mid-term will be a proctored exam and will cover the first three lessons. The duration will be one hour and will consist of multiple-
choice questions. Please note that It is NOT open book.

The final exam in SOCI 1013 will:

e cover all of the course content.

¢ consist of multiple-choice and several long answer questions.
e be a proctored examination.

e NOT be open book!

e you need to pass the final exam to pass the course.

The lessons need to be done in numerical order. You must finish one and have it graded before you can submit your next.

Lesson Activities 60%
Mid-term Exam 15%

Final Examination

25%

Exam

How to apply: Fill out the form 'Apply to write the Final Exam' link in the final module of your course.
Proctored at Acadia

* The final exam in an online course must be passed to successfully pass the course unless otherwise stated in the assessment section of
the course syllabus. There are no rewrites or supplemental examinations at Acadia University.

+ Examination requests must be received 14 days or 2 weeks prior to the date you wish to write your examination.

« Course requirements must be completed to the satisfaction of your instructor.

« Graduating Students Note: If you are graduating in Spring Convocation you must write by April 15th. If you are graduating in the Fall
you must write by September 15th.

Proctored at Another Location

If it isn't practical to take your exam at Acadia, off-campus exams can be written at another university or college. Arrangements for an
examination may be made through the Registrar's Office or the Continuing Education office of most universities and colleges. If it is not
possible to write your exam at an approved institution, please contact us for assistance.

+ All fees associated with examinations written at other locations are your responsibility.
» Some courses may require specific software or internet accessibility at the off-campus examination location.

Student Handbook

You are responsible for becoming familiar with the contents of the Student Handbook. It contains important information about
scheduling examinations (if applicable), applying for extensions, withdrawing from your course, ordering books, and computer and
library services available to you. If you have questions about the policies outlined in the handbook
(https://courseware.acadiau.ca/openacadia/studenthandbook.html), contact:

Open Acadia

21 University Avenue (Rhodes Hall)
Wolfville, NS B4P 2R6

Phone: 1-800-565-6568

Fax: 1-902-585-1068

Email: openacadia@acadiau.ca
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Academic Integrity

Academic integrity demands responsible use of the work of other scholars. It is compromised by academic dishonesty such as cheating
and plagiarism. A student who is uncertain whether or not a course of action might constitute cheating or plagiarism should seek in
advance the advice of the instructor involved.

« Cheating is copying or the use of unauthorized aids or the intentional falsification or invention of information in any academic exercise
+ Plagiarism is the act of presenting the ideas or words of another as one's own. Students are required to acknowledge and document
the sources of ideas that they use in their written work.

« Self-plagiarism is also a form of plagiarism. It is the presentation of the same work in more than one course without the permission of
the instructors involved.

+ A student who knowingly helps another to commit an act of academic dishonesty is equally guilty.

« Penalties are levied in relation to the degree of the relevant infraction. They range from requiring the student to re-do the piece of
work, through failure on that piece of work, to failure in the course, and to dismissal from the university.

Course Schedule

You have 6 months to complete this course. It would be a good idea to save your end date somewhere as it is your responsibility to keep
a record of it. You may set your own schedule, but you are strongly encouraged to complete an assignment every 3 weeks or so.

Please do not leave all of your coursework until a few weeks before your completion date or ask to submit a number of assignments at
once. Although | will make every effort to accommodate your schedule within reason, | need time to grade assignments and mark exams,
and may not be able to do so on short notice.
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