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Course Description

Sociology explores the social institutions that shape our lives, the ways we navigate and adapt to these structures, and how our
interactions within them influence our identities, values, beliefs, and aspirations. Among these institutions, educational systems play a
central role, shaping not only individual identities but also broader societal norms and values. Within educational settings, interactions

between students and teachers, as well as among peers, profoundly impact individuals' sense of self, worth, and values.

Education is also often viewed as both the source of many societal challenges and the potential site for their solutions. This course
critically examines the history and evolution of major educational institutions, focusing on key practices such as teaching as a profession,
pedagogical methods, and student cultures. It also delves into issues faced by marginalized groups, including women, Indigenous

peoples, and individuals of African descent, while addressing topics like school violence and resistance.

A central sociological question frames this course: Does education drive meaningful change—either for individuals through personal
achievement or for society at large—or does it reinforce existing social hierarchies, maintaining the class structures into which people are
born? The course critically evaluates the role of education in perpetuating or mitigating inequality, with particular attention to social

class, gender, and race.

While this course does not provide training for teaching or assist in vocational education, it does offer an objective and critical
exploration of education as a social institution, grounded in the values of a broad, liberal, interdisciplinary education. Its ultimate aim is

to foster critical thinking and cultural awareness, equipping students to become informed and engaged citizens.

Grading Pointers

Essay assignments are graded using a well-defined rubric to ensure consistency and fairness. The rubric evaluates key aspects of your
work, such as the depth and relevance of your arguments, demonstrating your understanding and engagement with the topic. Logical
flow is also critical, as graders look for well-structured essays with clear introductions, coherent transitions, and strong conclusions.
Clarity in writing is assessed, focusing on sentence structure, tone, and adherence to formatting guidelines. Additionally, your essay's
ability to use evidence effectively, integrate citations, and present a compelling argument significantly impacts the score. Grammar,
punctuation, and overall mechanics also contribute to the final grade. Feedback is often provided to highlight strengths and suggest

areas for improvement.

How to Proceed Through the Course

To proceed through the course modules effectively, students must complete one module at a time, following the suggested schedule for
each module's completion. Begin by thoroughly reviewing all the materials within the module, including readings, videos, and any
supplementary resources. Complete all assignments, quizzes, and activities associated with the module and ensure they are submitted
for scoring. Only when all components of the current module have been completed and evaluated will access to the next module be
granted. This sequential approach ensures a strong foundation and mastery of the content before advancing.

Instructor

Hello everyone! My name is Morris Grey, and I'm thrilled to be part of your academic journey. A little bit about myself. | was born and
raised in Jamaica. | moved to the States in 1999 and settled in New York. My life's journey has allowed me to experience education in
multiple locations, both as a student and as a Teacher. These experiences are what | take with me to this course. | am a "newbie" to the
beautiful province of Nova Scotia. My family and | moved from New York in 2021. Before this, | spent over a decade teaching in the
Ossining School District and at Syracuse University through the SUPA program.

-~

I hold teaching licenses in three U.S. states and four Canadian provinces, reflecting my dedication to education across diverse settings.
Additionally, I am a certified reader for the College Board's Advanced Placement (AP) program, a member of the Ontario College of
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Teachers (OCT), and an active member of the American Sociological Association (ASA). These experiences have honed my commitment
to fostering critical thinking and meaningful discussions.

As we embark on this course together, | look forward to supporting you as you explore new ideas, tackle challenges, and achieve your
goals. My 'door" is always open, so don't hesitate to reach out with questions, ideas, or just to chat. Let's make this a great learning
experience!

Contact Information:
Sociology Department
Acadia University
Wolfville, Nova Scotia
CANADA B4P 2R6

Phone: (902) 585-1493

E-mail: morris.grey@acadiau.ca

Essay Writing Tips

Writing is a conversation. It is a conversation that you, as the writer, are having with your reader. Therefore, there are a few things that
are necessary to understand that will hopefully enhance and elevate your writing.

1. Proper Citation and Avoiding Plagiarism:

Citing your sources correctly is essential to academic integrity. Always provide proper credit to the authors and researchers whose work
you reference. Use the required citation style (MLA) consistently throughout your paper. Most style guides are readily available online, or
you can use citation management tools like Zotero, EndNote, or online generators for accuracy. When in doubt, it's better to over-cite
than risk plagiarism. Paraphrasing properly and including citations is just as important as quoting directly. Hopefully, enhance and
elevate your writing.

2. Leveraging Sources Effectively:

When sources are provided, use them thoughtfully to support your arguments or thesis. Avoid simply summarizing or regurgitating the
material; instead, critically engage with the content. Analyze and synthesize information to build your perspective. Integrate direct quotes
sparingly and make sure they enhance your argument rather than dominate your paper. Always connect evidence back to your main
ideas to ensure cohesion.

3. Proofreading for Clarity and Accuracy:

Proofreading is a vital step in the writing process. After completing your draft, take a break before revisiting it with fresh eyes. Look for
spelling, grammar, and punctuation errors, but also focus on flow, coherence, and tone. Reading your work aloud can help identify
awkward phrasing or inconsistencies. Consider using tools like Grammarly or Microsoft Word's Editor, but remember that automated
tools may not catch every issue. For important assignments, like all the ones in this course, having a peer review of your work can
provide valuable insights.

Course Overview

This course provides an in-depth exploration of the sociology of education, offering a comprehensive learning experience designed to
mirror the dynamics of a traditional, on-campus classroom environment. Through engaging lessons, thought-provoking readings, and
structured reflections, students will develop a nuanced understanding of the educational system and its sociological dimensions.

Each lesson is equivalent to an on-campus lecture, enriched with guiding notes and critical questions that encourage deeper analysis.
These questions, which would typically foster real-time discussions in a classroom setting, are reframed here as written "Responses" that
invite students to articulate thoughtful and well-supported answers. To promote meaningful engagement, these written responses are
assessed with a straightforward grading system.

In addition to the responses, every lesson requires the submission of a concise essay discussing the lesson’s central theme. These essays
challenge students to synthesize course materials and articulate their insights clearly and concisely.
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A distinctive feature of the course is the integration of "potential examination questions” in nine of the lessons, designed to align with
key course objectives. These questions serve as a guide for review and preparation, and they form the basis of the final exam. (Note:
Module 10 does not include a potential exam question.)

Course Materials

Much of the material for the course can be found on-line, written directly into the various modules, or obtained through links to Internet
sources that you will be asked to open (including videos and documents). There is no single, main textbook. Readings for the course
have been selected from a number of sources within the sociology of education. The lesson that is the primary content of each module

usually specifies specific selections from these readings as required content for the lesson.
NOTE: For two Modules (4 and 10) you will be asked to watch commercial films as part of the lessons and assignments. They may be
available at the Acadia University Library. Otherwise, you may have to rent them.
Evaluation
The course is evaluated in three ways, through assignments, responses and a final exam:

1) Write and submit, separately, the essay assigned for each Module, in sequence, beginning with Module 1 and working your way

sequentially to Module 10. Ten essays are required.

2) a final examination (see below for a brief description of the format).

Summary

Assignments 1-4 24%
Assignment 5 10%
Assignments 6-9 24%
Assignment 10 10%
Responses 2%
Final Examination 30%
Total 100%,
Assignments

Please note: it is expected that students will submit work for one lesson and await feedback before proceeding to the next lesson.

If you plan on completing the course at an accelerated pace, please contact your instructor to work out a schedule.

For each of the 10 Modules, students submit a 1200-1500 word essay (lengths are indicated in the Modules), which addresses a key

question or issue that is discussed in the Module.

The assignments are delivered to the instructor via assignment drop-boxes. Please remember to put your name, student number, course
number, and assignment number on the assignment and keep a copy in the event the original is lost. Assignments must be submitted as

a Microsoft Word document.
The last assignment should be received at least 4 weeks prior to the date you wish to write the exam. This will allow adequate
processing time for the request, and for setting the exam.

Exam

Final Examination. The exam will consist of answering 3 essay questions from a selection of 6, which will be chosen at random from the
list of 9 "Potential Examination Questions" that are provided, one for each of the Modules from which exam questions can be drawn,

Module 1 to Module 9. Module 10 has no potential exam question.

https://moodle.acadiau.ca/mod/page/view.php?id=841800 3/5



1/21/25, 11:33 AM SOCI-2553-COIN4: Syllabus and Grading/Essay Writing Tips | Moodle

Rather than using a 3-hour, closed-book format, requiring you to arrange an exam through Open Acadia, and a proctor if you write off
campus, this course will be examined in a take-home essay format. Once you have completed Essay 10: Analysis of the Class a link to
apply to write the final will become available. Please follow that link and fill out the form to apply to write your final and someone will be
in touch to arrange access to the Final Exam dropbox. Once you are informed of your access you will have 7 days to upload your

submission, there is a file containing the exam questions included within the dropbox.

| will assess it, and then send a final grade to the Registrar for the course. The Registrar is the only authority authorized to release final
course grades.

Student Handbook

You are responsible for becoming familiar with the contents of the Student Handbook. It contains important information about
scheduling examinations (if applicable), applying for extensions, withdrawing from your course, ordering books, and computer and
library services available to you. If you have questions about the policies outlined in the handbook
(https://courseware.acadiau.ca/openacadia/studenthandbook.html), contact:

Open Acadia

21 University Avenue (Rhodes Hall)
Wolfville, NS B4P 2R6

Phone: 1-800-565-6568

Fax: 1-902-585-1068

Email: openacadia@acadiau.ca

Academic Integrity

Academic integrity demands responsible use of the work of other scholars. It is compromised by academic dishonesty such as cheating
and plagiarism. A student who is uncertain whether or not a course of action might constitute cheating or plagiarism should seek in
advance the advice of the instructor involved.

« Cheating is copying or the use of unauthorized aids or the intentional falsification or invention of information in any academic exercise
« Plagiarism is the act of presenting the ideas or words of another as one's own. Students are required to acknowledge and document
the sources of ideas that they use in their written work.

« Self-plagiarism is also a form of plagiarism. It is the presentation of the same work in more than one course without the permission of
the instructors involved.

« A student who knowingly helps another to commit an act of academic dishonesty is equally guilty.

« Penalties are levied in relation to the degree of the relevant infraction. They range from requiring the student to re-do the piece of

work, through failure on that piece of work, to failure in the course, and to dismissal from the university.

Course Schedule

You have 6 months to complete this course. You may set your own schedule, but if you intend to complete the course in less than 3

months, you should let me know so that we can discuss scheduling.

Please do not leave all of your course work until a few weeks before your completion date. Although | will make every effort to

accommodate your schedule within reason, | need time to grade assignments and mark exams.

Recommended Schedule

Week 1-2 Module 1 Essay 1 (Brief Biography)
Week 3-4 Module 2 Essay 2
Week 5-6 Module 3 Essay 3
Week 7-8 Module 4 Essay 4
Week 9-10 Module 5 Essay 5
Week 11-12 Module 6 Essay 6
Week 13-14 Module 7 Essay 7
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Week 15-16 Module 8 Essay 8
Week 17-18 Module 9 Essay 9
Week 19-20 Module 10 Essay 10A or Essay 10B
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