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Course Overview 

This course will help you learn the main topics, concepts and skills from high school chemistry, based on the Nova Scotia high school chemistry 

curriculum (Chemistry 11 and Chemistry 12). This course is designed for students who have never taken chemistry in high school or who would 

like to refresh their high school chemistry knowledge before taking first-year introductory chemistry at the university level. This course is accepted 

by Acadia University as the prerequisite for first-year chemistry courses. 

The course begins with fundamental concepts in chemistry, describing matter and atoms and the systematic approach to naming chemicals. Next, 

you will learn about different ways that chemists express amounts of substance (moles), predict reaction yields and how to determine a chemical 

formula. You will learn how to draw chemical structures and use their structures to predict molecular geometry and some properties. Different 

ways to express solution concentration and factors that contribute to solubility are presented. You will learn about factors that affect reaction 

rates and how to calculate the amount of compound in a reaction mixture at equilibrium. Finally, acids and bases are discussed, including how to 

calculate the pH of a solution. 

The course is divided into units, which are further sub-divided into parts. Each part of a unit has Skills Check questions, where you can practice the 

skills presented until you feel comfortable with the material. Skills Check questions have no direct value towards your final grade in the course. 

Once you believe you has mastered the skills in all parts of a unit, there is an assignment for assessing your understanding. Following every 

second unit, there is a Timed Test to test your mastery of the material, where you have 60 minutes to complete questions based on the key topics, 

concepts and skills from the two units. Finally, once you have completed all assignments and tests, there is a Final Exam to assess your overall 

understanding of key topics, concepts and skills from this course. You have 3 hours to complete the exam. 

Instructor 

I am a professor in the chemistry department at Acadia University. I have been teaching at Acadia since 2009. My area of focus is inorganic 

chemistry, but I routinely also teach first-year chemistry, quantum chemistry and structure determination. 

I hope you enjoy this course and feel prepared for first-year chemistry upon completion. We all experience chemistry every day in our lives and I 

hope I can show you how valuable and exciting chemistry can be. I am available to help you as much as you need, so you can be successful in this 

course. 

Contact Information: 

Department of Chemistry 

Acadia University 

Wolfville, Nova Scotia CANADA B4P 2R6 

Phone: (902) 585-1164 

Fax: (902) 585-1114 

E-mail: bobby.ellis@acadiau.ca 

Course Materials 

You will need a scientific calculator, but no text book is required. 

You will find information on accessing Library resources from off-campus here - https://library.acadiau.ca/distance-education/access.html. 

Evaluation 

Assignments 30% 

Timed Tests 45% 

Final Exam 25% 

Note: Skills Check questions do not count towards your final grade, they are for practice only. 

Assignments, Timed Test and the Final Exam are administered through Moodle. 

Exam Policies:  

Course requirements must be completed to the satisfaction of your instructor before writing your exam, as per your course syllabus. 

Please consult with your course instructor about your intention to write any midterm or final exam before submitting an exam request. 

Graduating Students Note:  
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If you are graduating in Acadia’s Spring Convocation you must write your final exam by April 15th. If you are graduating in the Fall you must write 

by September 15th. You must apply to write your final at least 5 business days in advance. 

Applying to Write an Exam:  

Instructor permission is required before writing the exam. 

Fill out the form 'Apply to write the Final Exam' in the final module of your course. 

Exam Format: 

Online 

Exam is 3-hours  

The exam is closed book. Students are allowed to have a periodic table of the elements, formula sheets for each unit and a 

nonprogrammable scientific calculator 

Proctoring: 

Some exams are proctored. This means that you will be supervised while writing your exam to ensure academic integrity and to assist with any 

technical challenges you may have. For more information about scheduling a proctored exam, please visit Open Acadia's Exam Website.  

 No proctoring (online non-proctored)  

Student Handbook 

 You are responsible for becoming familiar with the contents of the Student Handbook. It contains important information about scheduling 

examinations (if applicable), applying for extensions, withdrawing from your course, ordering books, and computer and library services available 

to you. If you have questions about the policies outlined in the handbook (https://courseware.acadiau.ca/openacadia/studenthandbook.html), 

contact: 

Open Acadia  

21 University Avenue (Rhodes Hall)  

Wolfville, NS B4P 2R6  

Phone: 1-800-565-6568  

Fax: 1-902-585-1068  

Email: openacadia@acadiau.ca  

  

Academic Integrity 

 Academic integrity demands responsible use of the work of other scholars. It is compromised by academic dishonesty such as cheating and 

plagiarism. A student who is uncertain whether or not a course of action might constitute cheating or plagiarism should seek in advance the 

advice of the instructor involved. 

• Cheating is copying or the use of unauthorized aids or the intentional falsification or invention of information in any academic exercise 

• Plagiarism is the act of presenting the ideas or words of another as one's own. Students are required to acknowledge and document the sources 

of ideas that they use in their written work. 

• Self-plagiarism is also a form of plagiarism. It is the presentation of the same work in more than one course without the permission of the 

instructors involved. 

• A student who knowingly helps another to commit an act of academic dishonesty is equally guilty. 

• Penalties are levied in relation to the degree of the relevant infraction. They range from requiring the student to re-do the piece of work, 

through failure on that piece of work, to failure in the course, and to dismissal from the university. 

Course Schedule 

You have 6 months to complete this course. You may set your own schedule, but you should aim to complete about one unit per week 

Please do not leave all of your course work until a few weeks before your completion date, it may take you longer than you think! 

 


