ENGL-1413-COIN5: Syllabus

Course Overview

This course will introduce you to studying literature at the university level. English 1413 begins by asking you to contemplate the questions: Why
should we read literature? And what importance do stories have in our lives? From there the course will take you through a process of developing
your critical analysis skills by closely reading a variety of texts and strengthening your understanding of fundamental literary concepts like theme,
character, tone, metaphor, and setting. We will explore what it means to read and write critically, to interact with a text, and to form
interpretations. This course aims to impress on you the importance of thinking with complexity, to help you formulate persuasive arguments, and
to convince you that good writing is worth the rigour involved.

Course Objectives
1. To read closely with a literary eye, identifying thematic questions posed by the literature.
2. To engage with and be able to use a variety of literary terms.
3. To develop critical thinking skills, including the ability to interrogate and modify one’s own opinions, ideas, and interpretations.
4. To understand what an argument is (and isn't), to understand what a thesis statement is (and isn't), and to develop the ability to write and
support an argument.

Instructor

Michelle Damour moved to Nova Scotia from Alberta in 2000 to attend Dalhousie University where she obtained a B.A. in English. Later she
attended Acadia University and earned her M.A., writing a thesis that explored reconciliation and how the discourses we consume and create
(through media, written history, government policies, and familial and personal narratives) shape our identities. Since then she has worked as a
writer, researcher, and editor, working on in an array of modes and genres from writing research reports to radio scripts, researching insurance
schemas in Sub-Saharan Africa to finding the best barbecues for your backyard, and editing memoirs to government manuals. She has been
teaching English 1413 and 1423 at Acadia University since 2016.

As you make your way through the course, if you have any questions, please feel free to email me at the address provided below.

Michelle Damour
English Department
Acadia University

m Wolfville, Nova Scotia

CANADA B4P 2R6

BAC 418
E-mail: michelle.damour@acadiau.ca

Course Materials
Course Books

We So Seldom Look on Love, by Barbara Gowdy [ISBN: 978000647523]
Frankenstein, 1818 Edition by Mary Shelley [ISBN: 9781554811038]

Waiting for Godot, by Samuel Beckett [ISBN: 9780802144423]
The English Patient, Michael Ondaatje [ISBN: 9780394280134]

o OPTIONAL: The Broadview Pocket Guide to Writing [ISBN: 9781554813360]

Poetry selections will be posted as PDFs or links on Moodle
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Physical copies of We So Seldom Look on Love have been hard to find (and stock). It is, however, available in digital form. The individual stories
we will read in this course can also be purchase separately for a modest price. The links are provided below:

https://play.google.com/store/books/details/Barbara Gowdy Ninety Three Million Miles Away?id=uK53iLcyYNYC&hl=en

https://play.google.com/store/books/details/Barbara Gowdy_The Two Headed Man?id=iSMrCS2iycsC&hl=en

https://play.google.com/store/books/details/Barbara Gowdy_Presbyterian Crosswalk?id=IWu6twJTINwC&hl=en See the student handbook

for ordering information.

Evaluation

Close Reading Questions 20%
Response Paper 15%
Thesis Statement Proposal 5%
Formal Essay 30%
Final Exam 30%

1. Close Reading Questions are to be answered in 200-350 words. These are short writing assignments. They can be casual and discussion-
like in tone. You're not being explicitly marked on your grammar or writing (although bad grammar and writing can detract from your
ability to clearly articulate your ideas). You will be marked on your insights and your engagement with the piece of literature. They are not
marked as strictly as the formal assignments, so take the chance to play around with ideas. These assignments are meant to be short. Do
not bother wasting time, energy, and word count on discussing broad ideas or giving an introduction to the text. Instead, jump right in and
answer the question at hand.

For these assignments, you will be given a question and then asked to choose a particular word or short quotation from the relevant
literature to explore. Always choose a quotation to analyze and explain how the quotation supports your answer to the question.

There are six close reading questions; you are required to answer five. You can answer all six questions. If you do, your best five marks will
go toward your final grade.

I highly recommend you complete these as you go through the course. Doing so will help you develop your writing over time and allow you

to implement feedback.
You are required to submit at least two (more would be better) Close Reading Questions before submitting the Thesis Statement Proposal.

2. The Response Paper will ask you to speak to the provocative elements of one of Barbara Gowdy's short stories. The paper will explore how
a bias (your own and/or one that exists in our culture) is challenged by these stories. Further instructions will be provided.

3. The Thesis Statement Proposal will ask you to propose a working title, central idea, and thesis statement for your formal essay. Further

instructions provided in the course pack.

4. The Formal Essay should consist of a strong introduction, thesis statement, and well-structured argument that is supported and explored
using quotations from the texts. Your essay should present a clear argument written in formal prose. Topics and further instructions will be
provided.

5. The Final Exam will be a TAKE HOME EXAM (see below).
Submitting Assignments
All assignments are delivered to the instructor via assignment drop-boxes.
Close Reading Questions should be written into or cut and pasted into the box provided.

Assignments (with the exception of the Close Reading Questions) should be submitted as a pdf.
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When submitting assignments, put your full name (first and last) and assignment name in the file name. For example: Michelle Damour Formal
Essay.pdf. Assignments will not be graded unless they have been submitted with the correct file name.

While it's rare, it's possible for something to go wrong with digital submissions, so please keep a copy of all assignments in the event the original
is lost.

Unless we have arranged a schedule in advance, | can accept one assignment per week.

The Final Exam

The final exam will be a TAKE HOME EXAM. This exam will ask you to look back over the course and explain the most important/thought-
provoking lessons. Unlike the other assignments in this course, this assignment will have a due date. This due date will be determined by the
student but approved by the professor.

Once you have submitted your Formal Essay, email the professor for the take home exam instructions and to set up a due date. The due date
should be 2-4 weeks after the submission of the formal essay (although requests a due date 4+ weeks after the submission of the formal essay
will be considered). The due date cannot be less than one week after the submission of the formal essay.

Graduating Students Note: If you are graduating in the Spring, you must submit your Take Home Exam by April 15th. If you are graduating in
the Fall, you must submit your Take Home Exam by September 15th.

Exam Policies:
« Course requirements must be completed to the satisfaction of your instructor before writing your exam, as per your course syllabus.
» Please consult with your course instructor about your intention to write any midterm or final exam before submitting an exam request.

Graduating Students Note:
If you are graduating in Acadia’s Spring Convocation you must write your final exam by April 15th. If you are graduating in the Fall you must write
by September 15th. You must apply to write your final at least 5 business days in advance

Applying to Write an Exam:
» Contact your instructor by email to schedule your exam.

Exam Format:
(delete what does not apply)
*  Online Take Home

Course Schedule

You have 6 months to complete this course. You may set your own schedule, but if you intend to complete the course in less than 3 months, you
should let me know and we will arrange a schedule. This course should not be completed in fewer than eight weeks.

Do not wait until the few weeks before your completion date to submit your assignments. You are required to stagger your assignment
submissions. Although | will make every effort to accommodate your schedule within reason, | need time to grade assignments and exams.
Unless we have arranged a schedule in advance, | am able to grade one assignment per seven working_days. The Take Home Exam will not be
released until | have caught up on grading your assignments.

Student Handbook

You are responsible for becoming familiar with the contents of the Student Handbook. It contains important information about scheduling
examinations (if applicable), applying for extensions, withdrawing from your course, ordering books, and computer and library services available
to you. If you have questions about the policies outlined in the handbook (https://courseware.acadiau.ca/openacadia/studenthandbook.html),
contact:

Open Acadia

21 University Avenue (Rhodes Hall)
Wolfville, NS B4P 2R6

Phone: 1-800-565-6568

Fax: 1-902-585-1068

Email: openacadia@acadiau.ca
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Academic Integrity

In this course, students are expected to submit work that reflects their own ideas and engagement with the readings as well as their own
writing ability.

Academic integrity demands responsible use of other sources. It is compromised by academic dishonesty such as cheating and plagiarism.

Plagiarism and cheating occur when someone:

Presents the ideas or words of another as one's own (whether those ideas are presented verbatim or paraphrased). Students are
required to acknowledge and document the sources of ideas that they use in their written work. Submits assignments that were written
(in whole or in part) by another person.

L]
® Copies or uses unauthorized aids or intentionally falsifies or invents information in any academic exercise.
L]

Submits one’'s own work for more than one course or for more than one assignment (self-plagiarism) without the permission of all
instructors involved.

A student who knowing helps another to commit an act of academic dishonesty is equally guilty.

In this course, students may not use generative Al, such as Chat GPT, or paraphrasing software, such as QuillBot, to help them complete
assignments. When an assignment seems like it has been completed with the aid of one of these programs, the procedure for investigating
academic integrity infractions will be followed (pages 40-41 of Acadia’s Academic Calendar at
https://registrar.acadiau.ca/AcademicCalendars.html).

Penalties for cheating and plagiarism are levied in relation to the degree of the relevant infraction. They range from requiring the student to re-do
the piece of work, through failure on that piece of work, to failure in the course, to dismissal from the university.

Plagiarism and cheating are serious offences. Plagiarism, in particular, can be intentional or unintentional, which is why it is essential to keep track
of where your information is coming from and to cite all your sources. A student who is uncertain whether or not a course of action might
constitute cheating or plagiarism should seek advice from the instructor before submitting the assignment.
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