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Syllabus

Please email Dr. Jones (stephanie.jones@acadiau.ca) when you have

completed this course.

Course objectives

Welcome to your Introductory Psychology Laboratory! The goal of this laboratory is to introduce you to the skills and concepts that you
will need to pursue your degree in Psychology. However, you'll find that the skills taught in this laboratory all contribute to effective

and efficient information consumption, consolidation and written communication, skills applicable to almost every profession.

For each laboratory, you will be asked to complete activities about a variety of research-related subjects (e.g., research methodology
and experimental design, operational definitions, APA formatting, research ethics, data collection and preliminary analysis, writing skills
etc.). By the end of this term, you will be able to:

¢ Understand and categorize psychological research methodologies into descriptive, correlational and/or true and quasi-experimental
¢ Distinguish between credible and non-credible information sources

¢ Understand and apply the concepts of academic integrity, plagiarism and paraphrasing

e Understand the importance of standardizing variable measurement and apply this concept in the creation of operational definitions
e Extract important information from scientific sources

o Assemble written reports of the information gathered from scientific research articles in a scientific and appropriate way

e Engage in introductory data collection methods

e Understand and apply best practices in the organization of quantitative data

e Describe quantitative and qualitative data using measures of central tendency and variability

Instructor

| completed my doctorate at York University in Toronto in 2012. Since joining the Department of Psychology at Acadia University as a
full-time instructor in 2016, | have completely developed and implemented the introductory Psychology laboratory curriculum (for
psychology majors) to introduce students to research methodologies and skills in their first year of study and prepare them for

Research Design and Analysis in their second year.
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Contact Information:
Dr. Stephanie Jones

E-mail: Stephanie.Jones@acadiau.ca

The Labs

Assessment

The PSYC 1110L laboratory will account for 30% of your final Introductory Psychology mark (PSYC 1113 - lecture component of
Introductory Psychology; please refer to the Acadia Academic Timetable to determine who is teaching PSYC 1113). Each PSYC 1110L
student will be asked to complete a total of 10 laboratories. The two lowest marks will be dropped resulting in 8/10 laboratories
counting towards your final grade. Each of the completed laboratories will be worth 3.75% of your final Introductory Psychology grade
for a total of 30%.

Completion and submission

Each laboratory will be comprised of three (3) parts.
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In Part 1, you will be introduced to a concept or skill, usually in the form of a brief video tutorial. These tutorials have been

recorded asynchronously to give you the opportunity to pause, fast forward, take notes and seek alternate informational sources on the

subject.

In Part 2, you will be given the opportunity to practically apply the content introduced in Part 1. Part 2 will take the form
of an online activity where you are tasked with applying the information presented in Part 1, answering questions, engaging in activities

on your own (e.g., data collection) and completing and uploading documents.

In Part 3, you will be asked to complete online questions about the content encountered in Parts 1 and 2, including

the further practice of the skill or application of the concept.
Laboratory guidance document

A laboratory guidance document has been posted on Moodle. This document outlines some important information regarding the
laboratory activities and requirements. Please read through the laboratory guidance document to ensure you do not encounter

problems with the course policies down the road.

Content schedule

Laboratory content

Orientation: Welcome + Navigating the course

Lab 1: Psychological research methods
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Lab 2: Academic integrity, plagiarism and paraphrasing

Lab 3: Peer-reviewed journal articles

Lab 4: APA formatting

Lab 5: Source finding

Lab 6: Concept review

Lab 7: Operational definitions and levels of measurement

Lab 8: Quantitative data organization

Lab 9: Descriptive statistics: Central tendency

Lab 10: Descriptive statistics: Variability

You have 6 months to complete this course. You may set your own schedule, but if you intend to complete the course in less than 3

months, you should let me know so that we can arrange a schedule.

Please do not leave all of your course work until a few weeks before your completion date. Although | will make every effort to

accommodate your schedule within reason, | need time to grade assignments and mark exams.

Academic Integrity Policy

Psychology Department Penalties for Plagiarism and Cheating

Plagiarism and cheating will not be tolerated. It is the student’s responsibility to know what plagiarism and cheating are, so please read
the section on academic integrity on page 50 of the university calendar carefully. It includes definitions of plagiarism and cheating.
Plagiarism consists of presenting another person’s ideas as if they were your own. If you are quoting directly from a source, you
must place the extract in quotation marks, and give a precise reference to the source, including a page number. Direct quotes should
be used only sparingly. If you get an idea or some information from an external source, but then present those ideas in your own
words, you must still provide a reference to the book, article, or website from which the information originally came. A specific page
number is not normally required if you are using your own words. Note that you cannot just change a word or two here and there; you
must literally use your own words. The Library has a tutorial on how to avoid plagiarism. It is highly recommended that you complete

this tutorial: http://library.acadiau.ca/tutorials/plagiarism/. When you do the tutorial, choose to be Emma (the science student). Please

also read carefully the departmental policy below.

In accordance with the Senate Procedures Concerning Infractions of Academic Integrity, when the Head determines a violation of

academic integrity has occurred the following procedures/penalties shall be applied.
The Psychology Department Policy on Cheating is as follows:

o a first offence will result in a grade of zero on the assignment or exam involved.

¢ an incident of cheating in a psychology course that is determined through consultation with the Registrar to be the second offence
committed by the student will result in a grade of zero for the psychology course.

e more than two offences will result in the Head forwarding documentary evidence to the Dean for the determination of an appropriate
sanction.

The Psychology Department Policy on Plagiarism is as follows:
For students in their st or 2nd year of study,

¢ afirst offence will result in the requirement to redo the assignment and submit a 1-page paper describing what plagiarism is and how
to avoid it.

¢ an incident of plagiarism in a psychology course that is determined through consultation with the Registrar to be the second offence
committed by the student, will result in a grade of zero for the assignment.

e more than two offences will result in the Head forwarding documentary evidence to the Dean for the determination of an appropriate
sanction.

For students in their 3rd year of study or beyond:


http://library.acadiau.ca/tutorials/plagiarism/

¢ afirst offence will result in a grade of zero on the assignment involved.
e an incident of plagiarism in a psychology course that is determined through consultation with the Registrar to be the second offence
committed by the student, will result in a grade of zero for the psychology course.

¢ more than two offences will result in the Head forwarding documentary evidence to the Dean for the determination of an appropriate
sanction.

All incidents of plagiarism and cheating will be reported to the office of the Vice President (Academic) and the Registrar’s Office, and

records of all offences will be kept in the Psychology Department.

Campus Resources

The Acadia Writing Centre offers free help to all students wishing to improve their writing skills. You can sign up online today.

¢ To book a one-to-one appointment with a trained writing tutor, click here: https://writingcentre.acadiau.ca/writing-tutorials.html
¢ To see which helpful presentations and workshops you'll want to attend this year, click
here: https://writingcentre.acadiau.ca/workshops-and-presentations.html

Accessibility Learning Services

If you are a student with documentation for accommodations or if you anticipate needing supports or accommodations, please contact

lan Ford, Accessibility Resource Facilitator at 902-585-1520, accessible.learning@acadiau.ca or Marissa Mclsaac, Manager, Accessible

Learning Services, at 902-585-1291, accessible.learning@acadiau.ca. Accessible Learning Services is located in Rhodes Hall, rooms 111-
115.

Student Handbook

You are responsible for becoming familiar with the contents of the Student Handbook. It contains important information about scheduling
examinations (if applicable), applying for extensions, withdrawing from your course, ordering books, and computer and library services
available to you. If you have questions about the policies outlined in the handbook
(https://courseware.acadiau.ca/openacadia/studenthandbook.html), contact:

Open Acadia
21 University Avenue (Rhodes Hall)
Wolfville, NS B4P 2R6
Phone: 1-800-565-6568
Fax: 1-902-585-1068
Email: openacadia@acadiau.ca
Click here to return to the Module
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