2024-2025 Research Support Fund (RSF) Investment Stories

New Grants Facilitator for Research & Innovation

With the help of the Research Support Fund (RSF), in 2024-2025 Research & Innovation at Acadia
added a Grants Facilitator to the Office of Research & Innovation. This strategic investment comes
at an important moment as universities face stiff competition for Tri-Council funding, as well as
changes in provincial funding models that require more strategic planning. The new Grants Facilitator
provides Acadia’s researchers with pre- and post-award support and will help with new strategic
initiatives designed to support faculty as they apply for larger, more lucrative Tri-Council
opportunities, while increasing their profiles within the national and international research community.
The Grants Facilitator will also help Research and Innovation better communicate the work being
done on campus, increase EDI support, develop new policies, and assist with large- scale initiatives,
such as our new Health & Wellness Institute, that will build research capacity. The addition of the
Grants Facilitator was an impactful use of the Research Support Fund, and it will contribute to
strengthening the research culture at Acadia.

Top 50 Research University

In December 2024, Infosource Inc., Canada’s leading research, consulting, and publishing firm, ranked
Acadia as one of Canada’s Top 50 Research Institutions, and #3 in Canada (within our class) for
corporate research income as a percentage of our total research income. This was achieved through
the RSF-supported office of Research & Innovation and Acadia’s Office of Industry & Community
Engagement (ICE). ICE facilitates and manages a wide variety of collaborations between Acadia
faculty and students and industry, government and community partners. RSF funding not only helps
Acadia develop and negotiate research and commercialization agreements but also provides
commercialization and knowledge transfer services to Acadia faculty, staff, and students, including
assessing the commercial potential of discoveries, identifying funding opportunities, IP protection
activities, and building research collaborations with government, community and academic partners.



