
 

 

2025-2026 Research Support Fund (RSF) Investment Stories 

 

Support for Acadia’s new Health & Wellness Institute.  

With the help of the Research Support Fund (RSF), in 2025-2026 the Research Office was able to 

assist in the organization and planning of Acadia’s new Health & Wellness Institute (HWI). The 

Institute operates as an ecosystem of connection and development to foster research collaboration 

and community impact. With over 43 members from faculty across Acadia and Université Sainte-

Anne, the Institute is a partner in mentorship and networking opportunities, research collaboration, 

research grant support, and professional development. In 2025-26, the HWI hosted a multitude of 

events for its members, including workshops led by the Nova Scotia Health Innovation Hub. A 

workshop with 25 members on “Amplifying Your Research Impact” was successful in supporting 

four new interdisciplinary research project proposal ideas, with further action taken to advance the 

ideas into proposals for research grant funding. A Coordinator will be hired in the summer of 2026 to 

oversee the HWI operations, as the Institute aims to further expand its impact on health and wellness 

research.  

Support for Acadia’s Canadian Tick Research and Innovation Centre 

Through the support of the Research Support Fund (RSF), Acadia’s Office of Industry and 

Community Engagement (ICE) facilitates and manages a wide variety of collaborations between 

Acadia faculty and students and industry, government, community, and private partners. The ICE 

office was instrumental in helping to create Dr. Nicoletta Faraone’s Canadian Tick Research and 

Innovation Centre. The first of its kind in Canada, the facility is a dedicated research centre focused 

on breeding ticks, testing repellents and researching tick-borne diseases. In Canada (and Nova Scotia 

specifically), tick-borne diseases are a growing threat, and in addition to rising Lyme disease cases, 

pathogens such as Anaplasma, Babesia, Rickettsia, and Powassan virus are also spreading quickly. Acadia’s 

“tickery” will provide data that can directly support both the responses of Canadian public health 

agencies but also encourage product development.  

 


