
 

 

ACADIA UNIVERSITY 

JOINT OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH & SAFETY COMMITTEE 

Minutes 

August 31, 2023 – 1:30-2:30 PM 
Teams 

Present 
Melanie Clouthier, Admin Coordinator, Safety 
& Security 
Greg Deveau, Operations Supervisor & OHS 
Coordinator, Safety & Security 
Sandra Symonds, AUPAT 
Patrick Difford, Director, Safety & Security 
Richard Johnson, Athletics 
Pat Mora, Financial Services 
Eveline DeSchiffart, Acadia Divinity 
Teri Gullon, AUFA 
Amitabh Jha, AUFA 
Aran Silmeryn, SEIU 
Jo-lene Burton-Kehoe, AUPAT  
James Sanford, Exec. Director, Student 
Services – Co-chair 
 
 

Regrets 
Marcel Falkenham, Director, Facilities 
Management 
Bertrand Gloeckner, Physical Plant 
Nancy McMullin, Physical Plant 
Laura Miller, Chartwells 
Derek Parker, Physical Plant 
 

 

1. Call to order at 1:38 PM by Greg Deveau. 
 

2. Approval of minutes (May-July) – no further feedback. Minutes will be uploaded to 
the JOHSC website. 

 
3. Approval of agenda – approved by Pat Mora, seconded by Amitabh Jha. 

 
4. Business arising from previous minutes 

a. Share the Air Update - - James/Greg 
i. Signs posted in all academic and residential buildings. 
ii. Safety and Security will ensure posters are posted in Divinity. 

b. COVID-19 Masking and Letter from AUFU WRT Masking Policy 
i. No updates at this time; masks are a personal choice. 

c. Civic address added to Fire escape maps 
i. Ongoing project. 
ii. Rich requesting larger and multiple signs for the AAC. 

 
 

5. New Business 
a. Accessibility students in Residence – Jo-lene 

i. Two students on campus requiring mobility device. Living in CUT. 



 

 

ii. Number of improvements to make the building more accessible- work 
that needs to be done by 2030 regardless as per provincial legislation. 

iii. WMH walker arriving Sat (door handles, grab bars) 
iv. RJH basement kitchen more accessible- counter heights at the right 

heights for wheelchair users. 
v. Also adding an accessible kitchenette for CUT. 
vi. BAC: work being done for an accessible entrance. 
vii. No accessibility transportation: the Safety and Security vans cannot 

accommodate wheelchairs. Recommended we ask L’Arche Homefires 
for advice. 

viii. Meeting next week on procuring an accessible vehicle sooner rather 
than later. Potential update for next JOHSC meeting. 

ix. Fire plan safety boxes in every residence. Indicate whether individuals 
are using mobility devices. Can be handy to pass information on to the 
fire department to ensure this is captured in their database as well 
(directs them on where to go first). 

b. Parking – Greg 
i. Thank you to Sodexo Grounds! Painting, paving, and posting signage 

advising fire lanes, accessibility spaces. 
ii. New parking lot being paved by the Quad. 

c. Vote for new co-chair 
i. Thanks to Ann Myers for her many years of service with JOHSC and 

all the best in her retirement. 
ii. Greg outlined committee parameters for co-chair. SEIU needs to vote 

on a replacement member (Aran will bring back to the union). 
iii. Run the meetings, sounding board for Greg on course of action, 

receiving reports (air quality, incidents), promotion, keeping meetings 
compliant, show leadership. 

iv. Teri Gullon nominated as co-chair. Moved by Rich and seconded by 
Jo-Lene. Unanimously approved. Congratulations Teri! 

d. AAC AED Update 
i. Jordan Boyd foundation supplied funding for six portable AEDs 

(traveling with teams and always have one at ASC desk). 
ii. Ensures as fast a response as possible- saves time trying to find in 

new venues on the road. 
iii. AAC will maintain and replace pads as needed. 

e. Residence Fire Inspections 
i. Town of Wolfville reached out in June interested in completing an 

inspection of all residences. First 5 in July. Received an official letter 
outlining deficiencies (nothing major- fire safety plan boxes, additional 
emergency lighting in stairwells, floor and section signage, additional 
emergemergency exit signs, improved signage for mechanical rooms) 

ii. Ordered materials for all buildings since they would have the same 
issues. Given 30 days to rectify. 

iii. Also improved signs (braille and Mik’ma’ki) 
iv. Remaining buildings inspected on Tues- in very good shape according 

to the inspector! 
v. Inspector will return once signage has been posted. Valid for 4 years. 
vi. Any requests for fire drills in academic buildings please contact Greg. 



 

 

 
6. Report of Incidents: 

a. Significant athletic injury during training a few weeks ago, but Pat did not 
receive anything. Pat will follow up with Brian re Athletic’s procedure for 
tracking. 

b. Incident during a camp (broken femur). 
 

7. Summary of Actions and Results arising from this meeting 
a. Greg/Rich/Jo-Lene pass along information to fire department for their 

database. 
b. Follow up on the air inspection report request: Marcel will provide the reports 

and DSS will upload to the website. 
 
Next meeting will be updated to the morning. James will also reach out to HR to see if 
another member is interested in sitting on the cttee, 
 

8. Meeting adjourned at 2:20 PM. 
 


