
 

 

ACADIA UNIVERSITY 

JOINT OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH & SAFETY COMMITTEE 

Minutes 

December 14, 2023 – 10:00-11:00 AM 
Teams 

Present 
Jennie Barnard, SEIU 
Melanie Clouthier, Admin Coordinator, Safety 
& Security 
Eveline DeSchiffart, Acadia Divinity 
Greg Deveau, Operations Supervisor & OHS 
Coordinator, Safety & Security 
Patrick Difford, Director, Safety & Security 
Teri Gullon, AUFA – Co-chair 
Laura Miller, Chartwells 
Pat Mora, Financial Services 
Aran Silmeryn, SEIU 
Sandra Symonds, AUPAT 
Keilani Tupper, Human Resources 
 

Regrets 
Jo-lene Burton-Kehoe, AUPAT  
Marcel Falkenham, Director, Facilities 
Management 
Bertrand Gloeckner, Physical Plant 
Amitabh Jha, AUFA 
Richard Johnson, Athletics 
Nancy McMullin, Physical Plant 
Derek Parker, Physical Plant  
James Sanford, Exec. Director, Student 
Services – Co-chair 
 

 

1. Call to order at 10:02 AM by Teri Gullon. 
 
2. Approval of minutes: Sandra Symonds, seconded by Jennie Barnard. 

 
3. Approval of agenda: approved by Pat Mora, seconded by Sandra Symonds. 

 
4. Business arising from previous minutes: 

a. Civic address added to fire escape maps 
i. Work is ongoing. Safety and Security will place the labels on entry 

points during the Winter break/closure. Final update to come in 
January. 

ii. ACTION: Greg will circulate messaging on Share the Air, civic address 
locations, and muster points for evacuations.  

5. New Business 
a. Safe walking message to campus 

i. Completed and circulated to the campus. Item can be closed and 
removed from the agenda. 

b. Lower SUB lot safety concern 
i. Risk assessment completed: there is a curb, but over time dirt has 

covered the barrier. 
ii. ACTION: Greg will contact Sodexo/grounds to clear the debris hiding 

the curb. 



 

 

c. Campus safety training 
i. Greg Deveau led a presentation on Crisis Preparation (lockdowns, 

active shooter situations, workplace violence assessments). Well 
attended by members of Psychology, Chartwells, and the Library.  

ii. Reminder this training is also available online at 
https://www2.acadiau.ca/safety-security/emergencies.html.  

iii. Aran Silmeryn requested first aid training for Library staff. Greg 
recommended scheduling a one-day Basic First Aid course over the 
winter term study week. We could see as many as 30 new first aiders 
on campus if we offer two sessions. 

iv. A two-day course is also available for instructors that work with 
students in the field. ACTION: Teri Gullon will chat with some 
colleagues to gauge interest. 

d. Grounds – hole in upper SUB 
i. There is a hole in the Upper SUB parking lot that need to be covered 

to prevent a fall hazard. It has been there for a few weeks and is 
especially a concern for our students with mobility concerns. 

ii. ACTION: Greg Deveau will reach out to Grounds to express concern 
and ask that it be paved. 

e. U Hall heat issue 
i. There is a broken radiator in an office (3F of U Hall in Financial 

Services). It is less than 15˚C in their office in the morning. Currently 
the only source of heat is a portable heater, which can’t be left on 
overnight. Work supposed to be done last week, but was postponed to 
January. The issue cannot wait. 

ii. Pat Mora will share the last email correspondence with Greg Deveau 
to follow up with the appropriate person. JOHSC Chairs and Mary 
MacVicar will be kept in the loop. 

f. New AUPAT member for review  
i. After a 24-year career at Acadia, Sandra Symonds will be retiring 

January 9, 2024. Thanks to Sandra for her years of service with 
JOHSC! 

ii. Jo-Lene Burton-Kehoe will help canvas AUPAT for a new member. 
 

6. Report of Incidents 
a. AAC – tree 

i. Major incident: a tree fell on an AAC patron in the parking lot. Casualty 
was responsive but sustained serious injuries. Transported by 
ambulance to hospital. Sodexo secured the area. 

ii. The tree was not on Acadia property. Insurance says the university is 
not liable; however, we can be proactive in identifying risks and writing 
to the landowner to ensure we are doing our due diligence. Looking at 
the photos, the tree had been dead for a while. If a healthy tree falls, 
that is beyond our control; however, when a tree is neglected and/or 
dead, it can be a huge issue if the individual decides to take legal 
action. 

iii. Another large tree fell across a walkway outside the SUB, but 
fortunately did not land on anyone. 

https://www2.acadiau.ca/safety-security/emergencies.html


 

 

iv. Safety is everyone’s responsibility! If you see an issue with the trees 
on campus, please do not hesitate to report it to Safety and Security, 
or use the online hazard form. 
(https://www2.acadiau.ca/OHS/reporting.html) 

 
7. Summary of Actions and Results arising from this meeting 

a. Greg Deveau will circulate messaging on Share the Air, civic address 
locations, and muster points for evacuations. 

b. Greg will contact Sodexo/grounds to clear the dirt covering the curb in the 
lower SUB parking lot. 

c. Greg will plan for First Aid training over the Winter Break, and Teri Gullon will 
gauge interest in a two-day first aid course for staff that work in the field with 
students. 

d. Greg will reach out to Grounds to express concern and ask that the hole in 
Upper SUB parking lot be paved. 

e. Pat Mora will share the last email correspondence with Greg to solve the heat 
issue in Convocation Hall. 

f. Jo-Lene Burton-Kehoe will help canvas AUPAT for a new committee 
member. 

 
Next meeting is scheduled for January 25, 2024 at 10:00 AM. 
 

8. Meeting adjourned by Teri Gullon at 10:43 AM. 
 

https://www2.acadiau.ca/OHS/reporting.html

