
 

 

ACADIA UNIVERSITY 

JOINT OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH & SAFETY COMMITTEE 

Minutes 

November 23, 2023 – 10:00-11:00 AM 
Teams 

Present 
Jennie Barnard, SEIU 
Jo-lene Burton-Kehoe, AUPAT  
Melanie Clouthier, Admin Coordinator, Safety 
& Security 
Eveline DeSchiffart, Acadia Divinity 
Greg Deveau, Operations Supervisor & OHS 
Coordinator, Safety & Security 
Patrick Difford, Director, Safety & Security 
Amitabh Jha, AUFA 
Pat Mora, Financial Services 
Derek Parker, Physical Plant  
Aran Silmeryn, SEIU 
Sandra Symonds, AUPAT 
Keilani Tupper, Human Resources 
 

Regrets 
Marcel Falkenham, Director, Facilities 
Management 
Bertrand Gloeckner, Physical Plant 
Teri Gullon, AUFA – Co-chair 
Richard Johnson, Athletics 
Nancy McMullin, Physical Plant 
Laura Miller, Chartwells 
James Sanford, Exec. Director, Student 
Services – Co-chair 
 
 

 

1. Call to order at 10:05 AM by Greg Deveau. 
 
2. Approval of minutes: approved by Aran Silmeryn, seconded by Sandra Symonds. 

 
3. Approval of agenda: one item added to new business. Approved by Sandra 

Symonds, seconded by Pat Mora. 
 

4. Business arising from previous minutes 
a. Civic address added to fire escape maps 

i. Tasking ongoing and should be completed over the holiday break. 
b. Cylinder gasses and cages 

i. Pat Mora has been keeping Vlad Zamlynny updated as 
ii.  Air Liquide begins deliveries. Some clients on campus have decided 

to stay with the previous vendor. Access Control is in the process of 
changing the cage locks over to an Acadia-owned lock. 

iii. The first Air Liquide deliveries were successful. They do not have a 
key yet, so they had to contact the individuals who ordered the gas 
when it arrived. 

iv. Following the committee’s recommendations, the concrete pad has 
been poured and installed on the floor of the Elliot cage. 

v. There is no rush to move ahead with the cage for Biology since Air 
Liquide can deliver directly to the labs. Pat is working with Glenys 
GIbson regarding handling. 

vi. Item resolved and will be removed from the agenda. 



 

 

  
5. New Business 

a. Evacuation of mobility impaired persons 
i. Following up on the document previously submitted to JOHSC (as 

discussed in the minutes of September 2021 and November 2021). 
Was that ratified and implemented? One aspect of the policy 
mentioned an orientation for the mobility impaired person. 
Residence Life has completed this with the student currently living 
in residence, focusing on the buildings they would be using for 
classes and their residence (although it is unsure as to whether 
every building on campus was covered). 

ii. If there is a non-emergency need to assist a student or employee 
with leaving a building (an elevator shut down, for example), call 
Safety and Security: a mobile evacuation chair is available for use.  

iii. Item will remain on the agenda for the next meeting to give 
committee members time to think about communication strategies. 
(Not just students, but off-campus visitors as well.) 

iv. Fire box plans in residences also indicate students with mobility 
issues in the case of an evacuation. 

 
6. Report of Incidents 

a. Going forward Alex Xie will help support Greg Deveau with investigations. 
James Sanford will invite Alex to the meetings as an ex-officio member. 

b. Near-miss at AAC. 
c. Hole in the parking lot, passed along to Phys Plant 
d. There was an incident in the Gym with a cable. Insurer is investigating.  
e. Nails were found sticking out of a counter in Huggins; no injuries reported. 

Passed on to Phys Plant for action. 
f. Student fell again from their wheelchair due to uneven pavement. (Other side 

of the SUB close to Whitman). Phys Plant is actively working on repairs. 
g. Concern for winter. Anything the university needs to do quickly to make sure 

grounds will be safe for wheelchair use? And is there anything we can do for 
education/awareness to help individual to maneuver safely? If you notice a 
door filled in with show, DSS will contact grounds. 

h. A new staff member parking in lower SUB lot came close to rolling down the 
hill (on the Community Development side of the lot). There are no barricades 
to prevent a vehicle from rolling on the soft ground.  Item will be added to the 
agenda for next month’s meeting. Greg Deveau and Alex Xie will conduct a 
risk analysis of the area. 

 
On the subject of parking, JOHSC would like to take a moment to thank Jamie and the 
Grounds crew again: they have been an asset to the committee deploying signage and 
keeping our lots controlled and safe. 

 
 

7. Summary of Actions and Results arising from this meeting 
a. James Sanford will invite Alex Xie to the JOHSC meetings as an ex-officio 

member. 



 

 

b. Greg Deveau and Alex Xie will conduct a risk analysis of the SUB parking lot 
where the vehicle almost rolled down the hill. 

c. Action for the full committee: please think about ways to communicate 
mobility concerns. Think about strategies on how to share the information for 
evacuations. 

d. Greg Deveau will update the Safety and Security website with tips for 
traversing campus in the wintertime. 

e. The committee was also asked to think about potential new projects and 
topics JOHSC could focus on in the new year. 

 
 
Next meeting scheduled for December 14th at 10:00 AM. 
 

8. Meeting adjourned at 10:39 AM. 
 


