
 

 

UNIVERSITY JOINT OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH & SAFETY COMMITTEE 
 

Thursday, August 22, 2024, 10:30-11:30 
Microsoft Teams 

 
Present 
Jo-lene Burton-Kehoe, AUPAT  
Melanie Clouthier, Safety & Security 
Eveline DeSchiffart, Acadia Divinity 
Patrick Difford, Director, Safety & Security 
Brett Ells, Chartwells 
Teri Gullon, AUFA – Co-chair 
Shawn Morrison, Safety & Security 
Amitabh Jha, AUFA 
Richard Johnson, Athletics 
Derek Parker, Physical Plant  
James Sanford, Exec. Director, Student 
Services – Co-chair 
Aran Silmeryn, SEIU 
 

Regrets 
Greg Deveau, Operations Supervisor & OHS 
Coordinator, Safety & Security 
Marcel Falkenham, Director, Facilities 
Management 
Bertrand Gloeckner, Physical Plant 
Nancy McMullin, Physical Plant 
Laura Miller, Chartwells 
Pat Mora, Financial Services 
Keilani Tupper, AUPAT 
Alex Xie, Safety and Security 
 

 
Agenda Items: 
 

1. Call to order by James Sanford at 10:34 AM. 
 

2. Approval of minutes from June and July. Approved by Jo-lene Burton-Kehoe, 
seconded by Aran Silmeryn. 

 
3. Approval of agenda: added SEIU rep, panic alarm, fall meetings. Approved by Aran 

Silmeryn, seconded by Teri Gullon. 
 

4. Business arising from previous minutes 

a. Sub Committee updates 
i. Emergency evacuation committee: started discussions, only one 

meeting. Circulated a draft policy. Please review before the next 
meeting. 

b. E-scooter policy 
i. Patrick provided a brief recap of the discussion from the previous 

meeting and the concerns for liability. 
ii. Patrick Difford asked permission from the committee to move ahead to 

VP Erin Beaudin in preparation for the inevitable use of scooters when 
students arrive. Could be a subsequent conversation with Erin and Pat 
Mora when she returns. Action: please review the proposed policy by 
next week. 

iii. Little success engaging with proprietor of the rideshare program. 
Won’t shut the scooter down entirely: it’s a demerit system (warning 
shows up on the scooter but they are still operational on campus). 

iv. What about bicycles? The policy was written with all electronic mobility 
devices in mind, not for pedal bikes or rollerblades. 

c. Share the Air 



 

 

i. Employee had to go home early due to a migraine caused by strong 
scents. Residence Life: sets an incorrect example for students coming 
in. Send a reminder to students prior to moving in? It was an incredibly 
hot day with over 90 people in Patterson for RA training (they were 
reapplying deodorant to mask the smell). A reminder was sent to all 
RAs. 

ii. WMH stairwell follow up: Security found students smoking in stairwells 
over the summer. Several students were caught in the act. 

 
5. New Business 

a. AED/First Aid Kit Campus deployment plan 
i. Shawn Morrison, Alpha Shift Supervisor at Safety and Security, spoke 

to the group as custodian for AEDs and First Aid kits on campus. The 
intent of this new program is to attach a First Aid kit to every AED on 
campus. There are 18 AEDs in total: two mobile, 16 wall mounted. An 
alarm goes off when the case is opened, and the majority send an 
alert to DSS when they’re opened. Signage will be posted in buildings 
directing patrons to the nearest AED (at least 20 indicators per 
building). 

b. Construction and reno updates – Areas of concern for students 
i. Varsity athletes are moving in while construction is still happening on 

campus: flooring replaced in Tower, the, A and B section of CUT, and 
new kitchenettes. Construction outside SUB (connecting light fixtures) 
has been completed since the comment was submitted to JOHSC. 
The area was cleaned. 

ii. Aiming to complete all work by the end of the week before students 
arrive. 

iii. Fence by arena: work will be completed today, plus a small trench. 
University Hall south construction is complete. The drainage work on 
the south side of Horton won’t impact students, but it will change the 
dining hall access route for students living in War Memorial/Barrax. 
Derek Parker is working with Andreas Dutkewych to verify the 
completion date. He will then follow up with Jo-Lene Burton-Kehoe so 
she can update the affected students. 

c. SEIU Rep 
i. The JOHSC committee now has a vacancy due to Jennie Barnard 

moving to AUPAT in her new position. Aran Silmeryn will reach out to 
the SEIU membership to solicit applications. 

d. Transmission of panic button/alarm signals 
i. Emergency exits that receive their signal by phone line are unreliable. 

Aran Silmeryn inquired into new transmission modes. Patrick Difford 
had a productive meeting with a potential new service provider that 
specialize in panic alarms- he is still in the process of gathering 
information. There is no immediate plan to replace the existing system. 
However, if it failed there would be a replacement. 

e. Fall meetings 
i. Decided on Tuesday mornings for the Fall and Winter semester. 

Fourth Tuesday of the month, 9:30-10:30 to avoid bumping against 
department meetings at 11:00. 



 

 

ii. Request for an in-person meeting for September (Bartol Boardroom at 
Divinity: DIV 111). James Sanford will request the booking. Set up for 
hybrid: can change to strategic virtual meeting. Coffee will be 
provided. 

 
6. Report of Incidents 

a. Food Allergy – Chartwell’s: Employee with a food allergy (pineapple) had a 
reaction that made them severely ill (should have used epi pen)- went to 
hospital to be safe. Working with Chartwells to figure out the cause. All cross-
contamination protocols were followed by staff. 

b. Youth campus attendees geocaching and stung by wasps (note: were off 
trail). One camper stung up to 20 times. DSS called, EHS called. No one 
transported or required immediate medical attention aside from ointments. No 
allergic reactions. 

c. Fitness centre: caught knee while exercising. Did not want medical attention. 
d. Concern radioed in by Sodexo regarding improperly installed AC units in 

Chipman. Addressed through Res Life and Athletics (student athletes staying 
in the rooms). 

 
7. Summary of Actions and Results arising from this meeting 

a. Committee will review the e-scooter policy and provide feedback to Patrick 
Difford so he can move ahead in discussions with Erin Beaudin. 

b. Derek Parker will update Jo-Lene Burton-Kehoe on the estimated completion 
date for construction impacting students that live in War Memorial 
House/Barrax.  

c. Aran Silmeryn will reach out to the SEIU membership to fill the JOHSC 
vacancy. 

d. James Sanford will create the calendar reminder for Fall meetings and 
request the booking for the Bartol Boardroom at Divinity. 

  
8. Meeting adjourned at 11:22 AM by James Sandord. 
 


