
      

 

ACADIA UNIVERSITY JOINT OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH & SAFETY COMMITTEE 

MINUTES 

 

Thursday, March 26, 2026, 9:30-10:30 

Microsoft Teams 

 

Present 

Jo-lene Burton-Kehoe, AUPAT  

Melanie Clouthier, Safety & Security 

Eveline DeSchiffart, Acadia Divinity 

Patrick Difford, Safety & Security 

Elisha Harper, Human Resources 

Laura Miller, Chartwells 

Pat Mora, Financial Services 

Amitabh Jha, AUFA  

Richard Johnson, Athletics  

Derek Parker, Physical Plant 

Melanie Priesnitz, AUPAT  

James Sanford, Student 

Services – Co-chair  

Jordyn Van Oostrum, SEIU 

 

Regrets 

Bertrand Gloeckner, Physical Plant  

Teri Gullon, AUFA – Co-chair 

Eden Jordan, Safety & Security 

Nancy McMullin, Physical Plant 

Aran Silmeryn, SEIU 

 

 

1.  Call to order at 9:33 AM. 

 

2. Approval of past minutes – approved by Rich Johnson, seconded by Melanie 

Priesnitz. 

 

3. Approval of agenda – one addition. Approved by Jo-lene Burton-Kehoe, 

seconded by Rich Johnson. 

 

4. Business arising from previous minutes 

a. Radon testing 

i. Pat Mora spoke with CURIE regarding the question “How would it 

affect the institution if we discover we have radon, and someone 

claims they are sick?” CURIE could not find supporting legislation 

or previous cases to draw on. It will be difficult to prove it was 

specifically caused by the school as opposed to any other place. 

CURIE said it was great that Acadia is being proactive with testing, 

and advised we continue to test on a regular basis. 

b. Subcommittee/Member updates 

i. Scents on campus 



      

 

1. No updates at this time. Hoping to schedule a subcommittee 

meeting before the next JOHSC meeting. 

c. Campus OHS article  

i. Crow activity historically ramps up around April/May. Fortunately, 

there were no complaints last year. 

ii. Mental wellness is also a timely and relevant safety issue- 

distracted individuals are less aware of their surroundings. 

iii. It is important to get outside now that the weather is getting better. 

Helps to clear your head. Recommended holding meetings in 

outdoor spaces: be productive while getting some fresh air. 

iv. Melanie Clouthier will work on mental wellness for the April OHS 

article and prepare the crow article for May. 

d. JOHSC member training 

i. Deferred to next meeting. 

e. Lab safety review 

i. Communications have been drafted, but James Sanford has not 

had the opportunity to chat with Teri Gullon. The last two weeks 

have understandably shifted campus priorities. James and Teri will 

meet before the next meeting to discuss, hopefully in the next 

week. 

ii. James Sanford had a conversation with Jeff Hooper, and he was 

very supportive. He is aware the letter will be coming in the future. 

 

5. New Business 

a. Manager’s emergency preparedness checklist 
i. A newly hired manager asked HR if there was a list of emergency 

procedures for managers to review with their new employees: 

information regarding the building manager, muster points, panic 

alarms, fire extinguisher locations, or building hazards (lead in the 

water pipes or asbestos).  

ii. Something to add to the manager’s checklist, and a refresher for 

current employees. 

iii. Eden Jordan will follow up to see what already exists, and work 

with Marcel Falkenham to see what that checklist might look like. 

iv. The KCIC has on-site WHMIS training and MSDS review. 

 

6. Report of Incidents  

a. 26 Feb (IR #34096): Heat concern – SUB 

i. Staff of vaccination clinic requested heat be turned down in the 

SUB for comfort and safety of patients. 

b. 26 Feb (IR #34118) – Trip and fall 



      

 

i. Staff tipped out of office chair and hit their head. First aid given and 

followed up with doctor- monitoring for concussion. OHS followed 

up and cause of incident was unintended use of equipment; staff 

was leaning far over to reach and chair slipped out. Anti slip mat 

ordered. 

c. 1 Mar (IR #34150)  

i. Report from custodial, doors propped open and access gained by 

two individuals with intent to smoke methamphetamine and go 

skating in AAC.  Staff also handled methamphetamine. Reinforced 

during toolbox meeting and with written memo to not handle 

narcotics, and to keep buildings secure after hours.  

d. 2 Mar (IR #34175) – Vehicle accident 

i. Reported by Sodexo, accident on 26 February, Grounds vehicle 

backed into parked car. No injuries sustained.  

e. 3 Mar (IR #34203) – Slip and fall 

i. Emailed by community member that wife slipped and fell on ice 

north of AAC. Followed up by DSS director.  

f. 5 Mar (IR #34235) – Slip and fall 

i. While wearing rubber sandals, a KCIC Gardens volunteer slipped 

and fell on the ice at the Support Barn. Volunteer was reminded of 

importance of wearing proper footwear and to use extra caution in 

winter months.  

g. 7 Mar (IR #34269) – Battery disposal 

i. Reported by RA and picked up by DSS, resident brought forth a 

swollen power bank. Picked up by Physical Plant the following day. 

Following up with Physical Plant for best practise for 

storage/disposal of ruptured lithium-ion batteries.  

h. 13 Mar (IR #34375) – Falling ice 

i. Community member reported large icicles falling from the roof of 

KCIC above the east walkway adjacent to the garden room. 

Signage placed. 

i. 16 Mar (IR #34432) – Hit and run 

i. Reported hit and run of a vehicle in the AAC parking lot. No 

reported injuries. 

j. 17 Mar (IR #34435) -Firepit in woodland trails  

i. There is evidence of someone lighting a fire in the woodland trails. 

A firepit and bench were dragged down to the trails. These have 

both been returned to the gardens.  

ii. Ongoing awareness and monitoring. Melanie Priesnitz is working 

on a fire management plan with the province. 

k. 17 Mar (IR #34445) – First aid 



      

 

i. Student injured by boiling water and required first aid. Student was 

boiling water in a kettle and their support animal cat knocked over 

kettle, water spilling onto student’s leg. First aid given. Kettle should 

have been used outside of bedroom. 

l. 18 Mar (IR #34456) – First aid  

i. First aid given on 16 March, at Library, as staff were approached by 

a student who had fallen (location unknown) and skinned their 

knee. First aid kit replenished. 

m. 18 Mar (IR #34474) – Share the Air complaint 

i. Heavy smell of smoke coming from residence room in Whitman. 

DSS responded. Resident was not present but left their door open. 

The room smelled of incense and there was a cigarette butt on the 

desk. 

n. 20 March (IR #34502) – Vehicle accident  

i. Report of rental vehicle accident which happened around 27 

January 2026. Rented by Acadia University, parked on Westwood 

Ave. and according to the rental company, had sustained damage.  

No injuries reported. 

o. 21 Mar IR #34526 – Share the Air complaint  

i. Student smoking outside the service entrance of Tower. Was 

spoken to and directed to designated area. Student proceeded to 

designated area but then returned to service entrance area. 

Submitted for sanctioning. 

p. 22 Mar (IR #34569) – Vehicle accident  

i. Student reported hitting parking meters at the AAC, reasoning they 

tried to avoid being struck by another vehicle. Collision was not 

captured on camera, but location of meters doesn’t support 

student’s account of events. No injuries reported. 

q. 24 Mar IR (#34600) – Chemical injury 

i. Community member phoned OHS Coord to report on 21 March 

they sustained chemical burns on their backside from the toilet seat 

in the upper men’s washroom at the gym. Immediately relayed to 

Physical Plant.) 

r. Ongoing issue with an unhoused man in multiple buildings, including 

residences. Has been issued a PPA but is a per shift occurrence.  

Aggression is increasing. Trying to work with RCMP and Open Arms for a 

better solution.  

 

7. Summary of Actions and Results arising from this meeting 

a. Melanie Clouthier will work on the April OHS article. 

b. James Sanford and Teri Gullon will meet before emailing the letter of 

recommendation to the Dean of Science regarding the lab safety review. 



      

 

c. Eden will follow up on new employee safety onboarding. 

 

Next meeting scheduled Thursday, April 23, at 9:30 AM. 

 

8. Meeting adjourned at 9:57 AM. 


