
Event Name: Parents and Supporters Welcome Event 

Event Date: Tuesday, September 1, 2026 

Event Time: 11:00am to 2:00pm 

Event Location: Axe Bar & Grill 

Event Description: A welcoming space for parents, guardians, and family members during Move-In 
Day, offering information, resources, and support as your student begins their journey at Acadia. 
Connect with Student Services staff, ask questions, and learn about the supports available to 
students throughout their time here. 

 

Additional Details: 

What to Expect: A relaxed, drop-in style event where families can arrive at any time between 11am 
and 2pm. Student Services staff will be present to welcome you, answer questions, and share 
information. Refreshments will be available throughout the event. Approximately 300–500 parents, 
guardians, and family members are expected to attend over the course of the day. There will be 
information tables with campus resources and handouts, a designated question-and-answer area 
for conversations with staff, and periodic informal discussions about student transitions, support 
services, and Orientation Week programming. Families are also encouraged to connect with one 
another. 

Location Details: The Axe Bar & Grill is a restaurant-style venue on campus. The event will use a 
mix of seating and standing areas, with information tables set up throughout the space. A 
designated question-and-answer area will be available for quieter one-on-one conversations with 
staff. 

Environment: This is an open, drop-in event in a restaurant setting, which means there may be 
background noise from conversation, staff circulating, and other activity. The venue may have 
typical restaurant lighting and seating arrangements. Food and drink will be present throughout the 
event, and smells from food and beverages may be noticeable. While Acadia has a scent-free policy 
on campus, other participants may still wear scented products or exhibit other smells such as body 
odour, cigarette/cannabis smoke, food smells, etc. The crowd size will vary throughout the day, with 
busier periods likely around the middle of the event. 

Other Considerations: This is a drop-in event, so families can come and go as they wish. Those 
who prefer a quieter experience are welcome to visit during less busy times, step outside for a 
break at any point, or use headphones or volume-reducing earplugs during their visit. Staff are 
available throughout the event to answer questions, and families can choose to engage in 
conversation or simply browse the information tables at their own pace. 

Alternative Participation Options (If Applicable): N/A 

 

 



Event Name: Garden Grooves  

Event Date: Monday, August 31, 2026 

Event Time: 8 pm – 10 pm  

Event Location: Harriet Irving Botanical Gardens 

Event Description: A relaxed and welcoming social evening for incoming first-year students 
following Move-In Day. Come meet new people, listen to music from a local band, and begin 
building connections with your peers through music, storytelling, and informal conversation in the 
garden space.  

Additional Details: 

What to Expect: A casual, informal evening where students can gather in the garden space to 
socialize and enjoy performances from local band, Colrain. Orientation Leaders will welcome 
students and encourage participation. Performances will take place using a microphone and sound 
system. Refreshments may be available. The evening will close with remarks and announcements 
about the following day's Orientation activities. Students are welcome to simply hang out, listen, 
and socialize. 

Location Details: The Harriet Irving Botanical Gardens is an outdoor location. Seating will be 
arranged in the space facing the performance area. As an outdoor event, the space is open-air with 
no walls, and attendees will be outside for the duration of the event. 

Environment: This is an outdoor evening event featuring live music performances. The environment 
will include: 

• Sound: Performances will use a microphone and speakers, so there will be amplified sound 
during performances. Between performances, there will be background noise from 
conversation. In an outdoor space, sound may carry differently and there may be less echo 
than in an indoor venue. 

• Lighting: The event will take place outdoors in the evening, so lighting will be lower and less 
consistent than an indoor event. Standard outdoor lighting available in the garden space 
will be the main source of light, and areas further from the lighting may be darker. 

• Weather and temperature: As an outdoor event, conditions will depend on the weather and 
evening temperature. Attendees should dress appropriately for being outside in the evening. 

• Smells: Food smells from refreshments may be noticeable. While Acadia has a scent-free 
policy on campus, other participants may still wear scented products or exhibit other 
smells such as body odour, cigarette/cannabis smoke, food smells, etc. 

• Crowd: A group of students will be gathered in the space, so noise associated with a crowd 
will be present. 

Other Considerations: This is an informal, drop-in style event, students can arrive, leave, or take 
breaks as they wish. Students who prefer less noise or stimulation are welcome to sit further from 
the speakers, step away from the main group, or use headphones or volume-reducing earplugs.  



Alternative Participation Options (If Applicable): N/A 

 

Event Name: ASU Lawn Party 

Event Date: Tuesday, September 1, 2026 

Event Time: All day (drop-in) 

Event Location: 55 University Avenue - Lawn 

Event Description: A fun and welcoming introduction to student life at Acadia, hosted by the 
Acadia Students' Union. Take a break from unpacking, meet new classmates, and start building 
friendships through games, music, and interactive activities in a relaxed and inclusive outdoor 
setting. 

 

Additional Details: 

What to Expect: A drop-in, all-day outdoor event on the 55 University Avenue lawn where students 
can arrive and leave as they wish. The Acadia Students' Union will host lawn games and activity 
stations set up throughout the space, with music playing over speakers. There will be tables and 
tents for ASU staff and activities, an information/registration table, and a hydration station. Prizes, 
giveaways, and promotional materials will be available. Students can participate in activities at 
their own pace or simply relax and socialize. Approximately 850+ students are expected to attend 
over the course of the day. 

Location Details: The 55 University Avenue lawn is an outdoor, open-air space with no walls. 
Tables, tents, lawn games, and activity stations will be arranged throughout the lawn, with event 
signage placed around the space. Attendees will be outside for the duration of their visit.  

Environment: This is an outdoor, all-day drop-in event. The environment will include: 

• Sound: Music will be playing over speakers throughout the event, so there will be 
continuous amplified sound. There will also be background noise from a large crowd (850+ 
students) and activity stations. In an outdoor space, sound may carry differently and there 
may be less echo than in an indoor venue. 

• Weather and temperature: As an outdoor event lasting all day, conditions will depend on the 
weather. Attendees should dress appropriately for being outside for extended periods, and 
be prepared for sun, heat, wind, or changing conditions. A hydration station will be 
available. 

• Lighting: This is a daytime event, so natural daylight will be the main source of light. 

• Smells: Food smells may be noticeable. While Acadia has a scent-free policy on campus, 
other participants may still wear scented products or exhibit other smells such as body 
odour, cigarette/cannabis smoke, food smells, etc. 



• Crowd: This is a large event with 850+ students expected, so crowd noise and movement 
will be significant, with busier periods likely throughout the day. 

Other Considerations: This is a drop-in event, so students can come and go as they wish and are 
welcome to visit during quieter times. Students who prefer less noise or stimulation are welcome to 
sit at the edges of the lawn, step away from the speakers, take breaks as needed, or use 
headphones or volume-reducing earplugs. Participation in activities is entirely optional — students 
can simply relax, socialize, or browse at their own pace. 

Alternative Participation Options (If Applicable): N/A 

 

Event Name: ASU Axe Hunt 

Event Date: Tuesday, September 1st,  2026 

Event Time: 10:00pm – 12:00 am  

Event Location:  Quad Lawn 

Event Coordinator: Acadia Students' Union (ASU) 

Event Description: Join the Acadia Students' Union for Outdoor Axe Hunt game and a variety of 
exciting campus games. Team up with new friends and enjoy a night filled with friendly competition. 
A fun, active way to connect with peers, build teamwork, and celebrate the beginning of your Acadia 
journey. 

 

Additional Details: 

What to Expect: Students will gather on the Roy Jodrey Hall Quad to play Outdoor Axe Hunt and a 
variety of campus games led by the ASU. Participants team up with new friends and take part in 
friendly competition across campus. The event is active and social, with games designed to help 
students connect and build teamwork. Participation is flexible — students can join in as much or as 
little as they feel comfortable. 

Location Details:  

Environment: As this is an outdoor late-evening event, the environment may be unpredictable. 
Weather may impact temperature and conditions, including the possibility of cooler evening 
temperatures. Noise levels will be moderate to high, including laughter, shouting, and game-related 
sounds. Lighting may be limited in outdoor areas after dark. Students may move freely and take 
breaks as needed. While Acadia has a scent-free policy on campus, other participants may still 
wear scented products or exhibit other smells such as body odour, cigarette/cannabis smoke, or 
food smells. 

Other Considerations: Students should consider bringing a water bottle, comfortable shoes for 
running and moving around, and weather-appropriate clothing for a late evening outdoors. A phone 
or flashlight may be helpful after dark. 



Alternative Participation Options (If Applicable): The event is active and involves movement, but 
students may participate at their own pace and comfort level.  

 

 

Event Name: Acadia Welcome Ceremony 

Event Date: Wednesday, September 2 

Event Time: 11:00am - 12:00pm 

Event Location: University Hall (U-Hall) 

Event Description: A formal welcome to the Acadia community. New students will be greeted by 
campus leadership, hear remarks from an Elder and the President, and receive a Welcome 
Ceremony pin to mark the beginning of their time at Acadia. The ceremony connects students with 
the tradition, history, and community they are entering as they begin their university journey. 

 

Additional Details: 

What to Expect: Students will gather in University Hall for a seated ceremony. The event opens with 
music and a campus photo/video montage on the stage screen. Welcome speeches from Elder Joe 
Micheal, followed by President Jeff Hennessey and others. A recent alumni guest speaker and the 
ASU President then share remarks. The ceremony closes with an invitation to head outside to the 
Welcome BBQ in the University Hall Quad. Participation in the stage crossing and handshake is 
optional; students may remain seated if they prefer. 

Location Details: The ceremony takes place indoors in University Hall. There is one main entrance 
with A-frame signage and support staff at the doors to help students find their way in. Seating is 
provided for all attendees.  

Environment: The ceremony is indoors in a large hall, which may be busy and noisy with 
approximately 850+ students. Noise will include music, applause, and talking. Lighting will be 
standard indoor event lighting with a bright projector screen on stage. Students may move around 
as needed, and there is no expectation to remain seated for any extended period. The event 
includes a stage crossing, but this is optional and students can participate in their own time or skip 
it entirely. 

Other Considerations: Students may want to bring a water bottle. The ceremony includes a period 
of sitting and listening, followed by movement to the stage for those who choose to participate. 
Comfortable clothing is recommended. 

Alternative Participation Options (If Applicable):N/A 

 

Event Name: Welcome BBQ 



Event Date: Wednesday, September 2 

Event Time: Following the Welcome Ceremony (approximately 12:00pm onward) 

Event Location: University Hall Quad (outdoor) 

Event Description: A relaxed and welcoming social event where incoming students can connect 
with their peers, Orientation Leaders, and campus community members. The BBQ celebrates the 
beginning of the student experience and encourages students to begin building meaningful 
relationships in a casual outdoor setting. 

 

Additional Details: 

What to Expect: Following the Welcome Ceremony, students will head outside to the University 
Hall Quad for food, music, and conversation. Orientation Leaders will welcome students as they 
arrive and help facilitate introductions. Food will be served from stations set up throughout the 
quad, with hydration stations available. Music and entertainment play throughout the event. 
Student Services staff circulate to answer questions, and mid-event announcements highlight 
upcoming Orientation activities. Students are welcome to participate as much or as little as they 
feel comfortable — there is no pressure to engage in conversation. 

Location Details: The BBQ takes place outdoors in the University Hall Quad. Serving stations, 
hydration stations, and garbage/recycling/compost stations are arranged throughout the quad. A 
rain plan and alternative indoor location are prepared in case of poor weather. Seating may be 
limited, and students are welcome to stand, sit on the grass, or move around freely. 

Environment: This event takes place outdoors, so the environment may be unpredictable. Weather 
may impact temperature and conditions, including the potential for bright sunlight or rain. Noise 
levels will be moderate to high, including music, laughter, and conversation from many people. The 
quad is an open space, and students may move to quieter areas if needed. Food smells will be 
present. While Acadia has a scent-free policy on campus, other participants may still wear scented 
products or exhibit other smells such as body odour, cigarette/cannabis smoke, or food smells. 

Other Considerations: Students should consider bringing a water bottle, comfortable shoes for 
standing and walking, and sun protection (hat, sunglasses, sunscreen) if the weather is bright. 
Students may want to bring their own seating if they prefer not to sit on the ground. 

Alternative Participation Options (If Applicable): N/A 

Event Name: Acadia Campus Quest Tour  

Event Date: Wednesday, September 2, 2026 

Event Time: 2:00pm – 3:30 pm  

Event Location: Around Campus (Starting at Fountain Learning Commons) 

Event Description: Explore campus, solve clues, and complete challenges! This scavenger hunt 
activity helps incoming students become familiar with Acadia's campus while building connections 



with their peers and Orientation Leaders. Students are provided a map and clues that lead them to 
significant spaces on campus, helping them feel confident navigating before classes begin. Win 
prizes! Note: In recognition of a variety of accessibility needs, time to complete is not part of prize 
criteria. 

 

Additional Details: 

What to Expect: Students will be divided into groups based on their program of study. Each group 
is led by an Orientation Leader who has a list of clues and tasks to complete around campus. 
Students are provided a map and clues that lead them to significant spaces on campus, including 
key academic buildings, student services, residence areas, and campus landmarks. Groups travel 
around campus together taking photos and completing tasks and challenges. Students are 
encouraged to contribute to their group by making suggestions during tasks, but this is not required. 
Orientation Leaders and staff are available on site to help those who may need assistance. 

Location Details: The scavenger hunt will cover most buildings on campus and include time 
outside to travel to and from locations. There are no prizes for speed to accommodate a variety of 
accessibility needs. Groups will travel at speeds and using routes that are accessible for all 
members. All scavenger hunt locations are accessible for users of wheelchairs and other mobility 
devices. 

Environment: As this event takes place outside and in various campus buildings, the environment 
may be unpredictable. Weather may impact temperature and conditions outside, including the 
potential for bright sunlight or rain. Noise levels will vary across campus and will likely include 
laughter and talking from your group and others. Some buildings include bright fluorescent lighting, 
but there will not be an expectation to remain in any place for more than 3–4 minutes. While Acadia 
has a scent-free policy on campus, other participants may still wear scented products or exhibit 
other smells such as body odour, cigarette/cannabis smoke, food smells, etc. Taking group photos 
is a component of this activity, but participants are not required to be in photos to participate. 

Other Considerations: Students should consider bringing a water bottle, comfortable shoes for 
traveling around campus, and a smart phone or camera for photos. 

Alternative Participation Options (If Applicable): N/A 

 

 

Event Name: Silent Disco 

Event Date: Wednesday, September 2, 2026 

Event Time: 7:30pm until approximately 10:00pm 

Event Location: Axe Bar & Grill 

Event Description: A fun, inclusive, and engaging social experience where students can dance, 
connect, and celebrate the beginning of their Acadia journey. Students wear wireless headphones 



and choose from different music channels, creating a unique shared experience where everyone 
dances to their own soundtrack. A great way to step outside your comfort zone, meet new peers, 
and build friendships in a relaxed setting. 

 

Additional Details: 

What to Expect: Upon arrival, students will receive a pair of wireless headphones from the 
distribution station and choose from available music channels. Music and dancing continue 
throughout the evening, with Orientation Leaders encouraging participation and facilitating 
introductions among students. Students may dance, socialize, or simply observe,  participation is 
entirely at each student's comfort level. The event closes with final announcements and reminders 
about upcoming Orientation Week events, followed by headphone return and cleanup.  

Location Details: The event takes place indoors at the Axe Bar & Grill. A designated registration and 
headphone distribution area is set up at the entrance, with event signage and participant 
instructions. A storage and collection area for headphones is provided for the end of the event. The 
venue is accessible, and staff are on hand to assist. 

Environment: This is a social event in an indoor venue, which may be busy and lively. Noise levels 
will be moderate to high, including music, laughter, and conversation. Lighting may include dimmed 
or coloured event lighting. Students wearing headphones will hear the music directly through their 
headphones, which can be removed or turned down at any time. Students may move around, take 
breaks, or step outside the main dancing area as needed. While Acadia has a scent-free policy on 
campus, other participants may still wear scented products or exhibit other smells such as body 
odour, and cigarette/cannabis smoke.  

Other Considerations: Students may want to wear comfortable shoes for dancing and standing. 
The event is primarily social and includes music, dancing, and conversation, but there is no 
expectation to dance or participate beyond one's comfort level. 

Alternative Participation Options (If Applicable): N/A 

 

Event Name:  Unlocking the Library 

Event Date: Thursday, September 3, 2026 

Event Time: 10:00 am  

Event Location: Around the Library (Vaughan Memorial Library) 

Event Description: An introduction to the academic resources, services, spaces, and supports 
available through the Acadia Library. Through guided activities and interactive sessions, students 
will learn how to access research assistance, study spaces, academic supports, and library 
services that will contribute to their success throughout their university experience. 

 



Additional Details: 

What to Expect: Students will be introduced to the physical layout of the library and learn how to 
access its services and resources through guided activities and interactive sessions. Sessions will 
cover where to seek research and academic support, study spaces, technology resources, and 
academic services available through the library. Library Staff are on hand to guide students and 
answer questions. 

Location Details: The event takes place around and within the library. Students will be moving 
between areas of the library as part of the sessions. The library is an indoor space with accessible 
entrances. 

Environment: The library is typically a quiet environment, and this event may involve a mix of quiet 
and interactive activity. Noise levels may vary depending on the session. Lighting is standard indoor 
fluorescent lighting. Students may move freely and take breaks as needed. While Acadia has a 
scent-free policy on campus, other participants may still wear scented products or exhibit other 
smells such as body odour, cigarette/cannabis smoke, or food smells. 

Other Considerations: Students may want to bring a notebook and pen for taking notes on library 
resources and services. Comfortable shoes are recommended for moving around the library. 

Alternative Participation Options (If Applicable):   

 

 Event Title:  AI & University  

Event Date: Thursday, September 3, 2026 

Event Time: 2:00 pm  

Event Location: K.C. Irving Centre - Main - Main Auditorium  

Event Description: An introduction to the evolving role of artificial intelligence in higher education. 
Students will explore how AI can support learning, productivity, and creativity while gaining an 
understanding of the ethical, responsible, and academically appropriate use of AI tools. The 
session encourages students to think critically about when and how AI should be used throughout 
their university experience. 

 

Additional Details: 

What to Expect: A facilitated session where students explore the opportunities and limitations of 
artificial intelligence in a university setting. The session covers how AI can support learning, 
practical strategies for using AI as a learning aid rather than a replacement, and the importance of 
academic integrity when using AI tools. Students will also become familiar with institutional 
expectations regarding AI use in coursework. Handouts and QR codes linking to university 
resources on academic integrity and AI are provided. 



Location Details: The event takes place indoors in a classroom-style space at the BAC. Seating is 
arranged to encourage participation, with a podium, projector, presentation laptop, and screen set 
up for the facilitator. Directional signage is provided to the event space.  

Environment: This is an indoor, seated session with a presentation and discussion format. Noise 
levels will be low to moderate, including the facilitator's presentation and group discussion. 
Lighting is standard indoor fluorescent lighting. Students may move freely and take breaks as 
needed. While Acadia has a scent-free policy on campus, other participants may still wear scented 
products or exhibit other smells such as body odour, cigarette/cannabis smoke, or food smells. 

Other Considerations: Students may want to bring a notebook and pen for taking notes. 
Participation in discussion is encouraged but entirely optional, students are welcome to listen and 
observe. 

Alternative Participation Options (If Applicable): Students who prefer a quieter or less 
stimulating experience may sit at the back of the room or take breaks as needed.  

 

 Event Title:  Understanding your study permit 

Event Date: Thursday, September 3, 2026 

Event Time: 3:00pm – 4:00pm 

Event Location: BAC 138 (Beveridge Arts Centre) 

Event Description: Designed for international students, this session provides important 
information about study permit conditions, maintaining your status, and understanding your 
responsibilities while studying in Canada. 

 

Additional Details: 

What to Expect: An informative session covering study permit conditions, how to maintain your 
status as an international student, and your responsibilities while studying in Canada. The session 
is designed specifically for international students and provides practical information to help you 
understand and manage your study permit throughout your time at Acadia. 

Location Details: The event takes place indoors in room BAC 138 at the Beveridge Arts Centre. The 
room is a standard classroom-style space. 

Environment: This is an indoor, seated session with a presentation and discussion format. Noise 
levels will be low to moderate, including the facilitator's presentation and group discussion. 
Lighting is standard indoor fluorescent lighting. Students may move freely and take breaks as 
needed. While Acadia has a scent-free policy on campus, other participants may still wear scented 
products or exhibit other smells such as body odour, cigarette/cannabis smoke, or food smells. 



Other Considerations: Students may want to bring a notebook and pen for taking notes, as well as 
any questions they have about their study permit. Participation in discussion is encouraged but 
entirely optional, students are welcome to listen and observe. 

Alternative Participation Options (If Applicable): Students who prefer a quieter or less 
stimulating experience may sit at the back of the room or take breaks as needed. 

 

Event Title: U-Life Time Management  

Event Date: Thursday, September 3, 2026 

Event Time: 44:00pm 

Event Location: BAC 241 (Beveridge Arts Centre) 

Event Description: A practical session designed to equip students with strategies for balancing the 
academic, personal, and social responsibilities of university life. Through interactive discussion and 
skill-building activities, students will learn how to prioritize tasks, manage competing 
commitments, and develop habits that support academic success and personal well-being 
throughout their time at Acadia. 

 

Additional Details: 

What to Expect: Students are welcomed to the session, then introduced to common time 
management challenges experienced by university students. The session covers planning 
techniques, prioritization strategies, and goal setting, followed by an interactive activity focused on 
organizing a typical university schedule. The session closes with an overview of campus academic 
supports and planning resources, and a question-and-answer period. Sample planners, calendars, 
digital planning resources, and writing materials are provided. 

Location Details: The event takes place indoors in a classroom-style space at the BAC. Seating is 
arranged to encourage participation, with presentation equipment and audio-visual technology set 
up for the facilitator. 

Environment: This is an indoor, seated session with a presentation, interactive activities, and 
discussion format. Noise levels will be low to moderate, including the facilitator's presentation and 
group discussion. Lighting is standard indoor fluorescent lighting. Students may move freely and 
take breaks as needed. While Acadia has a scent-free policy on campus, other participants may 
still wear scented products or exhibit other smells such as body odour, cigarette/cannabis smoke, 
or food smells. 

Other Considerations: Students may want to bring a notebook and pen for taking notes. 
Participation in discussion and activities is encouraged but entirely optional — students are 
welcome to listen and observe. 

Alternative Participation Options (If Applicable): Students who prefer a quieter or less 
stimulating experience may sit at the back of the room or take breaks as needed. 



 

Event Title: Paint Night 

Event Date: Thursday, September 3, 2026 

Event Time: 8:00pm – 10:00pm 

Event Location: Fountain Learning Learning Commons 

Event Description: A creative and low-pressure social opportunity during Orientation Week. 
Students connect with peers, express themselves creatively, and take a break from the information-
heavy programming of Academic Day. Through a shared artistic experience, students can build 
relationships, reduce stress, and further develop their sense of belonging within the Acadia 
community. 

 

Additional Details: 

What to Expect: Students arrive and check in, then are welcomed with an overview of the activity 
before painting begins. Painting supplies are provided, including canvases, paints, brushes, water 
containers, and protective table coverings. Orientation Leaders encourage conversation and 
interaction among participants throughout the evening. The event closes with announcements and 
reminders regarding upcoming Orientation programming. Music plays to create a relaxed and 
welcoming atmosphere. 

Location Details: The event takes place indoors at Fountain Commons. Tables and seating are 
arranged to accommodate participants, with a registration area and event signage set up. A 
designated drying area for completed paintings is available. 

Environment: This is a relaxed, low-pressure social event with music playing in the background. 
Noise levels will be low to moderate, including music, conversation, and socializing. Lighting is 
standard indoor lighting. Students may move freely and take breaks as needed. While Acadia has a 
scent-free policy on campus, other participants may still wear scented products or exhibit other 
smells such as body odour, cigarette/cannabis smoke, or food smells. Paint and art supplies will be 
in use, which may include the smell of acrylic paint. 

Other Considerations: Students may want to wear clothing they don't mind getting paint on, as 
painting will be involved. All painting supplies are provided, students don't need to bring anything. 
Garbage and recycling stations are available. 

Alternative Participation Options (If Applicable): Participation is flexible, students may paint as 
much or as little as they like and may take breaks or step away as needed. Staff and Orientation 
Leaders are available throughout the event to assist with any accessibility needs. 

 

 Event Title:  ASU Late Night Breakfast 

Event Date: Thursday, September 3, 2026 



Event Time: 8:00pm – 100:00pm 

Event Location: Axe Bar & Grill 

Event Coordinator: Acadia Students' Union 

Event Description: An opportunity for students to unwind, connect with peers, and enjoy a fun, 
welcoming campus tradition during Orientation Week. Following a full day of academic 
programming, the event encourages students to socialize in a relaxed environment while 
introducing them to the Acadia Students' Union and its role in supporting student life throughout 
the academic year. 

 

Additional Details: 

What to Expect: Students are welcomed by ASU representatives and Orientation Leaders upon 
arrival. Food service begins, with music and informal social activities continuing throughout the 
evening. ASU representatives engage with students and promote upcoming student life 
opportunities, while Orientation Leaders facilitate introductions and encourage participation. The 
event closes with final announcements and reminders regarding the following day's Orientation 
programming. 

Location Details: The event takes place at the Axe Bar & Grill. Serving stations and a beverage area 
are set up, along with event signage and directional signage.  

Environment: This is a relaxed, low-pressure social event with music playing in the background. 
Noise levels will be moderate, including music, conversation, socializing, and food service. Lighting 
is standard indoor lighting, which may be dimmer in a bar/restaurant setting. Students may move 
freely and take breaks as needed. While Acadia has a scent-free policy on campus, other 
participants may still wear scented products or exhibit other smells such as body odour, 
cigarette/cannabis smoke, or food smells. Food will be served, so food smells will be present during 
the event. 

Other Considerations: Students may want to arrive with an appetite, as food is served. Garbage, 
recycling, and compost stations are available throughout the venue. This is an evening event, so 
students may want to plan their transportation or route back to their residence afterward. 

Alternative Participation Options (If Applicable): Participation is flexible, students may socialize 
as much or as little as they like and may take breaks or step away as needed. Staff, ASU 
representatives, and Orientation Leaders are available throughout the event to assist with any 
accessibility needs. 

 

 

Event Title: Wellness Expo  

Event Date: Friday, September 4, 2026 



Event Time: 10:00am (duration to be confirmed) 

Event Location: Fountain Learning Learning Commons 

Event Description: An introduction to the wide range of health, wellness, cultural, and support 
services available both on campus and within the local community. Through interactive booths, 
conversations with service providers, and educational resources, students will become familiar 
with the people, programs, and services that can support their physical, mental, emotional, and 
social well-being throughout their time at Acadia. 

 

Additional Details: 

What to Expect: A fair-style event with interactive booths from campus and community partners. 
Students can move between booths, have conversations with service providers, and pick up 
educational resources. Participating organizations include the Food Cupboard, SHRC, AMHI, 
Counselling & Health Centre, Accessibility, Athletics, Hair by Amoy, the Muslim Church, local 
providers, and more, including a henna station with Shobit and a "Fries for Consent" booth with 
Allison. Students can explore at their own pace and build connections with staff and community 
partners in an informal setting. 

Location Details: The event takes place indoors at Fountain Commons. Booth and table space is 
arranged for participating departments and organizations, with tables, chairs, and signage for each 
exhibitor. A registration or welcome table is set up, along with directional signage throughout the 
venue. Electrical access is provided for exhibitors requiring technology. 

Environment: This is an open, fair-style event with multiple booths and ongoing conversation. 
Noise levels will be moderate to high, including multiple simultaneous conversations, booth 
activity, and foot traffic. Lighting is standard indoor lighting. Students may move freely, take breaks, 
and step away as needed. While Acadia has a scent-free policy on campus, other participants may 
still wear scented products or exhibit other smells such as body odour, cigarette/cannabis smoke, 
or food smells. Food may be present at some booths. 

Other Considerations: Students may want to bring a water bottle, hydration stations are available. 
Students can visit as many or as few booths as they like and are welcome to take breaks as needed. 
Garbage and recycling stations are available throughout the venue. 

Alternative Participation Options (If Applicable): Participation is flexible, students may browse 
booths at their own pace, and may take breaks or step away as needed.  

 

 

 

Event Title: Sex Savvy 

Event Date: Friday, September 4, 2026 



Event Time: 2:00pm – 3:00pm 

Event Location: BAC 241 (Beveridge Arts Centre) 

Event Coordinator: Annamarie Noble 

Event Description: A session designed to provide students with accurate, inclusive, and engaging 
sexual health education as they begin their university experience. Through interactive activities and 
discussion, students will learn about consent, healthy relationships, safer sex practices, and the 
sexual health resources available both on campus and within the community. The session aims to 
empower students to make informed decisions while fostering a respectful and supportive campus 
culture. 

 

Additional Details: 

What to Expect: An interactive educational session covering consent, healthy relationships, safer 
sex practices, and sexual health resources on and off campus. The format includes discussion and 
interactive activities led by the facilitators. Students will gain practical knowledge to support 
informed and responsible decision-making and will learn how to access sexual health information 
and support services with confidence. 

Location Details:  The event takes place indoors in room BAC 241 at the Beveridge Arts Centre. The 
room is a standard classroom-style space. 

 

Environment: This is an indoor, seated session with a presentation and interactive discussion 
format. Noise levels will be low to moderate, including the facilitators' presentation and group 
discussion. Lighting is standard indoor lighting. Students may move freely and take breaks as 
needed. While Acadia has a scent-free policy on campus, other participants may still wear scented 
products or exhibit other smells such as body odour, cigarette/cannabis smoke, or food smells. 

Other Considerations: The session covers topics related to sexual health, consent, and 
relationships. Students may want to bring a notebook and pen for taking notes. Participation in 
discussion and activities is encouraged but entirely optional, students are welcome to listen and 
observe. 

Alternative Participation Options (If Applicable): Students who prefer a quieter or less 
stimulating experience may sit at the back of the room or take breaks as needed.  

 

Event Title: Acadia Athletics Complex Walkthrough 

Event Date: Friday, September 4th, 2026 

Event Time: 4:00pm 

Event Location: Acadia Athletics Complex 



Event Coordinator: Acadia Athletics 

Event Description: An opportunity to explore the Acadia Athletics Complex (AAC) and discover 
everything it has to offer. Students will learn about the fitness facilities, recreational spaces, 
intramural programs, and ways to stay active and healthy throughout the year.  

 

Additional Details: 

What to Expect: A guided walkthrough of the Acadia Athletics Complex. Students will tour the 
facilities and learn about fitness equipment, recreational spaces, intramural programs, and other 
ways to stay active on campus throughout the year. 

Location Details: The event takes place at the Acadia Athletics Complex. Students will be guided 
through the facility as part of the walkthrough. 

Environment: This is an active walkthrough event involving movement through the facility. Noise 
levels may be moderate, including tour guidance and the ambient sounds of an active athletic 
facility. Lighting will vary by area of the facility, including standard indoor lighting and possibly 
brighter gymnasium lighting. Students may move freely and take breaks as needed. While Acadia 
has a scent-free policy on campus, other participants may still wear scented products or exhibit 
other smells such as body odour, cigarette/cannabis smoke, or food smells. Athletic facilities may 
have their own distinct smells, including sweat and cleaning products. 

Other Considerations: Students may want to wear comfortable shoes, as the walkthrough involves 
moving through the facility. No equipment or athletic clothing is required for the tour itself.  

Alternative Participation Options (If Applicable): Students may move at their own pace and take 
breaks as needed. Staff and Orientation Leaders are available throughout the event to assist with 
any accessibility needs. 

 

Event Title:  Queer 101 

Event Date: Friday, September 4, 2026 

Event Time: 7:00pm – 8:00pm  

Event Location: BAC 241 (Beveridge Arts Centre)  

Event Description: A session designed to introduce students to foundational concepts related to 
sexual orientation, gender identity, inclusive language, and queer culture, while preparing them to 
attend the Orientation Week Drag Show. Through discussion and interactive learning, students will 
gain a greater understanding of 2SLGBTQIA+ identities and allyship. The session aims to create a 
welcoming, respectful, and inclusive environment where students feel comfortable engaging with 
queer communities and campus events. 

 



Additional Details: 

What to Expect: An interactive educational session covering foundational concepts in sexual 
orientation, gender identity, inclusive language, and queer culture. The format includes discussion 
and interactive learning led by the facilitators. Students will learn about respectful and inclusive 
language, the importance of allyship, and appropriate audience etiquette and expectations for 
attending a drag performance. The session also introduces students to 2SLGBTQIA+ supports, 
student organizations, and resources available at Acadia and within the local community, preparing 
them for the evening's Drag Show. 

Location Details: The event location is to be confirmed. It will be an indoor, seated space with 
presentation equipment available. 

Environment: This is an indoor, seated session with a presentation and interactive discussion 
format. Noise levels will be low to moderate, including the facilitators' presentation and group 
discussion. Lighting is standard indoor lighting. Students may move freely and take breaks as 
needed. While Acadia has a scent-free policy on campus, other participants may still wear scented 
products or exhibit other smells such as body odour, cigarette/cannabis smoke, or food smells. 

Other Considerations: The session covers topics related to sexual orientation, gender identity, and 
queer culture. Students may want to bring a notebook and pen for taking notes. Participation in 
discussion and activities is encouraged but entirely optional, students are welcome to listen and 
observe. 

Alternative Participation Options (If Applicable): Students who prefer a quieter or less 
stimulating experience may sit at the back of the room or take breaks as needed.  

 

Event Title: Drag Show 

Event Date: Friday, September 4, 2026 

Event Time: 8:00pm – 10:30pm 

Event Location: Festival Theatre 

Event Description: A celebration of diversity, creativity, and self-expression that provides students 
with an engaging and memorable Orientation Week experience. Following the Queer 101 session, 
the event offers students an opportunity to experience drag as an art form and an important part of 
LGBTQ2SIA+ culture. Through entertainment, storytelling, and performance, students are 
encouraged to celebrate authenticity, embrace inclusion, and foster a welcoming campus 
community where everyone belongs. 

 

Additional Details: 

What to Expect: A live drag performance featuring drag performers from Glitter & Grit. The show 
combines entertainment, storytelling, and performance, and follows the Queer 101 session held 
earlier that day. Students will experience drag as an art form, celebrate diversity and self-



expression, and enjoy an engaging evening performance. This is a social, community-building event 
where students can continue building friendships in a welcoming and affirming environment. 

Location Details: The event takes place at the Festival Theatre. The stage and seating are prepared 
prior to audience arrival, with sound, lighting, and microphone checks completed in advance. A 
welcome table and event signage are set up at the venue, and accessibility seating is clearly 
identified. 

Environment: This is a performance event in a theatre setting. Noise levels will be high during the 
performance, including amplified sound, music, and audience reaction. Lighting will vary 
throughout the show, including stage lighting, spotlights, and periods of darkness during the 
performance. Students may move freely and take breaks as needed. While Acadia has a scent-free 
policy on campus, other participants may still wear scented products or exhibit other smells such 
as body odour, cigarette/cannabis smoke, or food smells. Glitter and other performance materials 
may be present. 

Other Considerations: Students may want to arrive a few minutes early to find seating. 
Accessibility seating is clearly identified. This event is a seated performance, so students should 
plan to sit for the duration of the show, though they may step out as needed. 

Alternative Participation Options (If Applicable): Students who are sensitive to loud sound or 
flashing lights may wish to sit near the back or an exit and may take breaks as needed. Staff and 
Orientation Leaders are available throughout the event to assist with any accessibility needs. 

 

Event Title: Acadia Intramurals 

Event Date: Friday, September 4, 2026 

Event Time: 8:00pm – 10:00pm 

Event Location: Acadia Athletics Complex 

 

Event Description: An introduction to Acadia's recreational sports program through an evening of 
fun, inclusive, and low-pressure activities. The event encourages students to stay active, meet new 
people, and discover opportunities to participate in campus recreation throughout the academic 
year. Regardless of previous athletic experience or skill level, students are encouraged to 
participate, have fun, and build connections through friendly competition. 

 

Additional Details: 

What to Expect: An evening of inclusive, low-pressure recreational activities at the Acadia Athletics 
Complex. Students will try a variety of intramural-style activities, meet new people, and learn about 
opportunities to participate in campus recreation throughout the year. The focus is on fun, friendly 
competition, and building connections, no previous athletic experience is needed. 



Location Details: The event takes place at the Acadia Athletics Complex. Students will use the 
facility's recreational spaces for the evening's activities. 

Environment: This is an active, participatory event involving movement and physical activity. Noise 
levels will be moderate to high, including activity, music, and socializing. Lighting will vary by area of 
the facility, including standard indoor lighting and possibly brighter gymnasium lighting. Students 
may move freely and take breaks as needed. While Acadia has a scent-free policy on campus, other 
participants may still wear scented products or exhibit other smells such as body odour, 
cigarette/cannabis smoke, or food smells. Athletic facilities may have their own distinct smells, 
including sweat and cleaning products. 

Other Considerations: Students may want to wear comfortable clothing and athletic shoes 
suitable for physical activity. Water is recommended; hydration stations are available. Participation 
is entirely optional; students may join in activities or observe as they prefer. 

Alternative Participation Options (If Applicable): Students who prefer a quieter or less 
stimulating experience may observe rather than participate and may take breaks as needed.  

 

Event Title: ASU Coffee Crawl 

Event Date: Saturday, September 5, 2026 

Event Time: 9:30am 

Event Location: Around Wolfville (meet at Axe Bar & Grill) 

Event Description: A guided exploration of the local Wolfville community designed to introduce 
students to local cafés, businesses, and gathering spaces. Through guided exploration and informal 
social interaction, students will become more familiar with the town they will call home during their 
time at Acadia and begin building connections with both their peers and the surrounding 
community. 

 

Additional Details: 

What to Expect: A guided walk around Wolfville visiting participating local cafés and businesses. 
Students will explore the town, meet new people, and discover community spaces they can use 
throughout the academic year. The event combines informal social interaction with guided 
exploration, with route maps and activity information provided to participants. 

Location Details: The event takes place around Wolfville, visiting participating local cafés and 
businesses. Route maps and activity information are provided, and Orientation Leaders are 
assigned to routes with safety information. Event signage and check-in materials are prepared in 
advance. 

Environment: This is an outdoor walking event that moves between indoor spaces (participating 
cafés and businesses). Noise levels will be low to moderate, including conversation and the 
ambient sounds of the town. Lighting will vary between outdoor daylight and indoor café lighting. 



Students may move freely and take breaks as needed. Exposure to weather is possible, as the event 
involves walking outdoors between locations. While Acadia has a scent-free policy on campus, 
other participants may still wear scented products or exhibit other smells such as body odour, 
cigarette/cannabis smoke, or food smells. Coffee and food smells will be present at the cafés. 

Other Considerations: Students may want to wear comfortable walking shoes and weather-
appropriate clothing, as the event involves walking outdoors between locations. A water bottle is 
recommended. In the event of inclement weather, a contingency plan is in place. 

Alternative Participation Options (If Applicable): Students may walk at their own pace and take 
breaks as needed.  

 

Event Title: Acadia Gameday Tailgate  

Event Date: Saturday, September 5, 2026 

Event Time: 12:30pm – 2:00pm 

Event Location: Raymond Field 

Event Description: An introduction to Acadia's varsity athletics tradition designed to foster school 
spirit and community before the Acadia Rugby match. The event provides students with an 
opportunity to connect with peers, participate in pre-game activities, and celebrate being part of 
the Acadia community. The tailgate encourages students to become active supporters of campus 
athletics and to experience game-day traditions that contribute to campus life. 

 

Additional Details: 

What to Expect: A pre-game tailgate at Raymond Field before the Acadia Rugby match. Students 
will connect with peers, participate in lawn games and recreational activities, and build school 
spirit together. Music and sound equipment are set up, and the event transitions directly into the 
rugby match, with students moving together as a unified community. 

Location Details: The event takes place at Raymond Field. The tailgate area is arranged with tables, 
and event signage directs students to the gathering area. Hydration and snack stations are set up if 
applicable. Athletics staff coordinate event logistics and the transition to the match. 

Environment: This is an outdoor event at an athletic field. Noise levels will be moderate to high, 
including music, socializing, and game-day energy. Lighting is natural outdoor daylight. Students 
may move freely and take breaks as needed. Exposure to weather is possible, as this is an outdoor 
event. While Acadia has a scent-free policy on campus, other participants may still wear scented 
products or exhibit other smells such as body odour, cigarette/cannabis smoke, or food smells. 
Food smells from snack stations may be present. 

Other Considerations: Students may want to wear weather-appropriate clothing and comfortable 
shoes, as this is an outdoor event. Sunscreen and a water bottle are recommended. Participation in 
lawn games and activities is encouraged but entirely optional. 



Alternative Participation Options (If Applicable): Students who prefer a quieter or less 
stimulating experience may sit on the edges of the tailgate area or take breaks as needed. 

 

 

Event Title:  Acadia Rugby Game 

Event Date: Saturday, September 5, 2026 

Event Time: 2:00pm 

Event Location: Raymond Field 

Event Coordinator: Acadia Athletics 

Event Description: An opportunity to experience the excitement of varsity athletics and show off 
Acadia spirit at the Acadia Women's Rugby home opener. Students will cheer on the team and take 
part in a game-day tradition as part of the Acadia community. 

 

Additional Details: 

What to Expect: A varsity athletics home opener; the Acadia Women's Rugby match at Raymond 
Field. Students will experience game-day energy, cheer on the team, and show their Acadia spirit. 
This follows the Acadia Rugby Tailgate, with students transitioning together to the match as a 
unified community. 

Location Details: The event takes place at Raymond Field. Students will be seated or standing in 
the spectator area to watch the match. 

Environment: This is an outdoor sporting event. Noise levels will be high, including crowd noise, 
cheering, and game sounds such as whistles and play calls. Lighting is natural outdoor daylight. 
Students may move freely and take breaks as needed. Exposure to weather is possible, as this is an 
outdoor event. While Acadia has a scent-free policy on campus, other participants may still wear 
scented products or exhibit other smells such as body odour, cigarette/cannabis smoke, or food 
smells. Food smells from concessions may be present. 

Other Considerations: Students may want to wear weather-appropriate clothing and comfortable 
shoes, as this is an outdoor event. Sunscreen and a water bottle are recommended. Students are 
encouraged to cheer and show school spirit but may participate at whatever level feels 
comfortable. 

Alternative Participation Options (If Applicable): Students who prefer a quieter or less 
stimulating experience may sit at the edges of the spectator area or take breaks as needed 

Event Title:  Acadia’s Got Talent 

Event Date: Saturday, September 5, 2026 



Event Time: 8:00pm 

Event Location: Festival Theatre 

Event Description: A celebration of the creativity, talents, and diverse interests of the Acadia 
community, providing students with an opportunity to showcase their abilities in a supportive and 
encouraging environment. The event fosters confidence, self-expression, and community by 
highlighting the unique talents that students bring to campus and encouraging peers to celebrate 
one another. 

 

Additional Details: 

What to Expect: A talent showcase featuring performances by fellow students. Students will watch 
their peers perform, celebrate the creativity and diversity of the Acadia community, and build 
connections through shared experiences. Performers register in advance, and a performance 
schedule is coordinated by the team. Technical checks with performers are completed before 
doors open. 

Location Details: The event takes place at the Festival Theatre. The stage, lighting, microphones, 
and sound equipment are prepared in advance. Audience seating and accessibility 
accommodations are arranged, and a welcome table and performer check-in area are set up. A 
backstage waiting area is coordinated for performers, along with the performance order. 
Photography and videography may be arranged. 

Environment: This is a performance event in a theatre setting. Noise levels will be moderate to 
high, including amplified sound, music, applause, and audience reaction. Lighting will vary 
throughout the show, including stage lighting, spotlights, and periods of darkness during 
performances. Students may move freely and take breaks as needed. While Acadia has a scent-
free policy on campus, other participants may still wear scented products or exhibit other smells 
such as body odour, cigarette/cannabis smoke, or food smells. 

Other Considerations: Students may want to arrive a few minutes early to find seating. 
Accessibility seating is available. This event is a seated performance, so students should plan to sit 
for the duration of the show, though they may step out as needed. Photography and videography 
may be taking place during the event. 

Alternative Participation Options (If Applicable): Students who are sensitive to loud sound or 
flashing lights may wish to sit near the back or an exit, and may take breaks as needed 

 

Event Title: Yoga Night 

Event Date: Saturday, September 5, 2026 

Event Time: 8:30pm 

Event Location: Acadia Athletics Complex 



Event Description: A calming and restorative wellness experience during Orientation Week. The 
session encourages students to prioritize their physical and mental well-being while introducing 
mindfulness practices that can support them throughout their university journey. Students will have 
the opportunity to relax, recharge, and connect with peers in an inclusive and welcoming 
environment. 

 

Additional Details: 

What to Expect: A guided yoga and mindfulness session led by facilitator Shelby Rideout. Students 
will practice gentle movement, learn simple mindfulness and stress-management techniques, and 
connect with peers in a supportive, low-pressure environment. Yoga mats and any additional 
equipment are provided, and a check-in area is set up at the entrance. 

Location Details: The event takes place at the Acadia Athletics Complex. The studio or activity 
space is prepared with sufficient room for participants, and lighting and sound systems are set to 
create a calm atmosphere. Water access is provided, and participants are encouraged to bring 
refillable water bottles. 

Environment: This is a calm, low-stimulation wellness session. Noise levels will be low to 
moderate, including guided instruction and soft music. Lighting will be dimmed or adjusted for a 
calm, relaxing atmosphere. Students may move freely and take breaks as needed. While Acadia has 
a scent-free policy on campus, other participants may still wear scented products or exhibit other 
smells such as body odour, cigarette/cannabis smoke, or food smells. Athletic facilities may have 
their own distinct smells, including sweat and cleaning products. 

Other Considerations: Students may want to wear comfortable clothing suitable for movement. 
Yoga mats and equipment are provided, but students are welcome to bring their own if preferred. A 
refillable water bottle is recommended. Participation is entirely optional,  students may follow 
along at their own pace or rest as needed. 

Alternative Participation Options (If Applicable): Students may modify poses or rest at any time 
and may take breaks as needed. Staff and Orientation Leaders are available throughout the event to 
assist with any accessibility needs. 

 

Event Title: Community Trail Hike 

Event Date: Sunday, September 6, 2026 

Event Time: 10:00am 

Event Location: Acadia Woodland Trails 

Event Description: An introduction to the natural beauty surrounding Acadia and Wolfville, 
promoting physical wellness, environmental appreciation, and community connection. Through a 
guided group hike, students will connect with peers, enjoy the outdoors, and discover local 
recreational spaces they can continue to explore throughout their time at Acadia. 



 

Additional Details: 

What to Expect: A guided group hike on a local trail led by facilitator Richard Johnson. Students will 
explore the outdoors, connect with peers, and learn about local trails and outdoor recreation 
opportunities. The trail route is confirmed with a pre-event safety inspection completed in advance. 
Route maps and emergency contact information are prepared, and first aid supplies and 
emergency procedures are available. 

Location Details: The hike takes place on a local trail near Acadia and Wolfville. Participants check 
in and are assigned to groups at the start. Orientation Leaders review hiking expectations and safety 
guidelines. Transportation is arranged if required. 

Environment: This is an outdoor hiking event on natural terrain. Noise levels will be low to 
moderate, including conversation and the ambient sounds of nature. Lighting is natural outdoor 
daylight. Students may move freely and take breaks as needed. Exposure to weather is possible, as 
this is an outdoor event. Trail conditions may include uneven ground, rocks, roots, or elevation 
changes. While Acadia has a scent-free policy on campus, other participants may still wear 
scented products or exhibit other smells such as body odour, cigarette/cannabis smoke, or food 
smells. Natural outdoor smells, such as soil, plants, and wildlife, will be present. 

Other Considerations: Students may want to wear sturdy, comfortable footwear and weather-
appropriate clothing, and bring a refillable water bottle. Sunscreen and insect repellent are 
recommended. The hike involves walking on natural terrain, so a reasonable level of mobility is 
helpful, though participants may walk at their own pace. Participation is optional, and students 
may rest or take breaks as needed. 

Alternative Participation Options (If Applicable): Students who prefer a shorter or less strenuous 
route may walk at their own pace, take breaks, or turn back with a staff member if needed. Staff and 
Orientation Leaders are available throughout the event to assist with any accessibility needs. 

 

Event Title:  Affinity Group Socials 

Event Date:  Sunday, September 6th, 2026 

Event Time: 2:00pm 

Event Location:  

• Black Students (Black Student Lounge - Rhodes Hall) 
• 2SLGBTQIA+ Students (Clark Commons) 
• Fountain Learning Commons (Room 139, First Floor) 
• Mature & Transfer Students (Fountain Learning Commons - Alumni Boardroom, Second 

Floor) 

Event Coordinator: Annamarie Noble / Adam Detienne 



Event Description: An opportunity for identified student populations to gather, connect, and build a 
lasting community. Through these affinity group socials, students can find their people and build 
meaningful connections as part of their university journey. 

 

Additional Details: 

What to Expect: A gathering for identified student populations to connect with peers who share 
similar identities, backgrounds, or experiences. Students will have the opportunity to meet new 
people, build community, and find a sense of belonging within the Acadia community. The format 
will depend on the specific group and location. 

Location Details:  

Black Students (Black Student Lounge - Rhodes Hall) 

2SLGBTQIA+ Students (Clark Commons) 

Fountain Learning Commons (Room 139, First Floor) 

Mature & Transfer Students (Fountain Learning Commons - Alumni Boardroom, Second Floor) 

Environment: Environment details to be confirmed once the location is announced. This is 
expected to be a social gathering with moderate noise levels, including conversation and 
socializing. 

Other Considerations: This event is designed to be a welcoming and inclusive space for identified 
student populations. Students may participate at whatever level feels comfortable. 

Alternative Participation Options (If Applicable):  Students who prefer a quieter or less 
stimulating experience may sit at the back of the room or take breaks as needed. 

 

Event Title: Welkaqnik Walk-in Welcome Hour 

Event Date: Sunday, September 6th, 2026 

Event Time:  4:00pm 

Event Location: Rhodes Hall, Room 101 

Event Description: A welcoming gathering for First Nations, Inuit, and Métis students to connect 
with Indigenous staff, Elders, and campus support in a welcoming and culturally respectful 
environment. The gathering encourages relationship-building, mentorship, community, and a sense 
of belonging while introducing students to the resources, programs, and cultural supports available 
throughout their time at Acadia. 

 

Additional Details: 



What to Expect: A welcoming and culturally respectful gathering for incoming Indigenous students. 
Students will have the opportunity to connect with fellow Indigenous students, Indigenous staff, 
and Elders, and to learn about Indigenous Student Services, cultural programming, and campus 
supports. Information about resources, programs, and upcoming events is prepared in advance. 
Cultural protocols and guidance from Indigenous staff and Elders are respected throughout 
planning and delivery. 

Location Details: A comfortable and welcoming gathering space is prepared, with seating arranged 
to encourage conversation and relationship-building. Refreshments may be provided. 

Environment: This is a welcoming, culturally supportive gathering. Noise levels will be low to 
moderate, including conversation and socializing. Students may move freely and take breaks as 
needed. While Acadia has a scent-free policy on campus, other participants may still wear scented 
products or exhibit other smells such as body odour, cigarette/cannabis smoke, or food smells. 
Food smells from refreshments may be present. 

Other Considerations: This is a culturally significant gathering, and students are welcome to 
participate at whatever level feels comfortable. Students may want to bring a water bottle. 
Participation is entirely optional. 

Alternative Participation Options (If Applicable): Students who prefer a quieter or less 
stimulating experience may sit at the edges of the gathering space or take breaks as needed.  

 

Event Title: Anti-Racism, Anti-Oppression Talk  

Event Date: Sunday, September 6, 2026 

Event Time: 6:30pm 

Event Location: Fountain Learning Commons 

Event Coordinator: Annamarie Noble / Adam Detienne 

Event Description: A dynamic session full of powerful insights, actionable takeaways, and vital 
conversations that will shape your university experience. Students will leave equipped with the 
knowledge and tools to help foster an inclusive, equitable environment for themselves and their 
peers. 

 

Additional Details: 

What to Expect: An interactive session on anti-racism and anti-oppression, designed to be more 
engaging than a typical lecture. Students will participate in conversations, gain practical 
knowledge, and leave with actionable tools to foster an inclusive, equitable environment. The 
session is intended to be dynamic and participatory. 

Location Details: Fountain Learning Commons 



Environment: This is expected to be an interactive session with moderate noise levels, including 
facilitated discussion and conversation. 

Other Considerations: This session addresses topics related to racism and oppression, which may 
be sensitive or emotionally challenging for some participants. Students may participate at whatever 
level feels comfortable and may take breaks as needed. 

Alternative Participation Options (If Applicable): Students who find the content emotionally 
challenging may step out, take breaks, or connect with a staff member for support. 

 

Event Title: Beats in the Quad 

Event Date: Sunday, September 6, 2026 

Event Time: 8:30pm 

Event Location: Roy Jodrey Hall – Quad 

Event Description: A high-energy outdoor dance party in the Roy Jodrey (ROJO) Quad, celebrating 
the friendships and memories made throughout Orientation Week. Students will join their 
classmates for an evening of music, dancing, and community connection.  

 

Additional Details: 

What to Expect: An outdoor dance party in the Roy Jodrey (ROJO) Quad. Students will celebrate the 
end of Orientation Week with classmates through music, dancing, and socializing. This is a high-
energy event designed to bring the incoming class together. 

Location Details: The event takes place outdoors in the Roy Jodrey Hall Quad. This is an outdoor 
space, so weather conditions will apply. 

Environment: This is a high-energy outdoor dance party. Noise levels will be high, including 
amplified music, applause, and crowd noise. This is an evening event outdoors, so lighting will be 
low or may include stage/party lighting. Students may move freely and take breaks as needed. 
Exposure to weather is possible, as this is an outdoor event. While Acadia has a scent-free policy 
on campus, other participants may still wear scented products or exhibit other smells such as body 
odour, cigarette/cannabis smoke, or food smells. 

Other Considerations: Students may want to dress for the weather and wear comfortable footwear 
for dancing and standing. A water bottle is recommended to stay hydrated. This is a high-energy 
event with loud music and crowds, so students may wish to take breaks or step away from the main 
activity area as needed. 

Alternative Participation Options (If Applicable): Students who are sensitive to loud sound or 
crowds may stand at the edges of the space, take breaks, or step away as needed.  

 



Event Title: Wolfville Street Fair 

Event Date: Monday, September 7, 2026 

Event Time: 1:00pm-4:00pm 

Event Location: Main Street, Wolfville 

Event Description: A celebration of local businesses, organizations, and culture designed to 
introduce students to the broader Wolfville community. Students will explore Main Street, engage 
with community partners, and experience the town they will be living in throughout their time at 
Acadia. The fair strengthens the connection between the university and the surrounding community 
while fostering a sense of belonging beyond campus. 

 

Additional Details: 

What to Expect: A street fair along Main Street in Wolfville, featuring local businesses, 
organizations, and community partners. Students will have the opportunity to explore Main Street, 
meet local vendors and community members, and learn about the town they'll be living in. An event 
map and vendor layout are developed to help students navigate the fair, and signage and 
directional materials are prepared. 

Location Details: The event takes place outdoors along Main Street in Wolfville. This is a public 
street fair, coordinated with the Town of Wolfville and participating businesses. 

Environment: This is an outdoor street fair with a lively, community atmosphere. Noise levels will 
be moderate to high, including conversation, music, and crowd noise. Lighting is natural outdoor 
daylight. Students may move freely and take breaks as needed. Exposure to weather is possible, as 
this is an outdoor event. While Acadia has a scent-free policy on campus, other participants may 
still wear scented products or exhibit other smells such as body odour, cigarette/cannabis smoke, 
or food smells. Food smells from vendors will be present. 

Other Considerations: Students may want to wear comfortable footwear and weather-appropriate 
clothing, and bring a refillable water bottle. The fair involves walking along Main Street, so a 
reasonable level of mobility is helpful, though students may move at their own pace. Participation is 
optional, and students may take breaks as needed. 

Alternative Participation Options (If Applicable): Students who prefer a quieter or less crowded 
experience may visit fewer vendors, take breaks, or step away from the main activity areas as 
needed. 

 

Event Title: ASU Capture the Flag 

Event Date: Monday, September 7, 2026 

Event Time: 6:30pm 



Event Location: Chase Court - Courtyard 

Event Facilitator: Acadia Students' Union 

Event Coordinator: Annamarie Noble / Adam Detienne 

Event Description: A high-energy outdoor team game designed to bring students together through 
teamwork, friendly competition, and outdoor recreation as Orientation Week comes to a close. 
Students will connect with peers, build communication and collaboration skills, and create lasting 
memories in a fun and inclusive environment. 

 

Additional Details: 

What to Expect: A classic Capture the Flag team challenge played outdoors in the Chase Court 
Courtyard, facilitated by the Acadia Students' Union. Students will be divided into balanced teams, 
participate in warm-up activities, and play the game within marked boundaries. The event ends with 
closing remarks, a team photo, and a reminder about the evening's Movie Night Under the Stars and 
the transition into Academic Program Day. 

Location Details: The event takes place outdoors in the Chase Court Courtyard. Playing 
boundaries are marked throughout, and team meeting areas are set up in advance. Flags, cones, 
boundary markers, and other game equipment are prepared, and first aid supplies and a water 
station are available. A safety walk-through of the playing area is completed before participants 
arrive. 

Environment: This is a high-energy outdoor activity with moderate to high noise levels, including 
cheering, conversation, and game sounds. Lighting is natural outdoor daylight (evening). Students 
may move freely and take breaks as needed. Exposure to weather is possible, as this is an outdoor 
event. While Acadia has a scent-free policy on campus, other participants may still wear scented 
products or exhibit other smells such as body odour, cigarette/cannabis smoke, or food smells. 
Natural outdoor smells, such as soil, plants, and grass, will be present. 

Other Considerations: This is a physically active game involving running and movement on 
outdoor terrain. Students may want to wear comfortable athletic clothing and sturdy footwear, and 
bring a refillable water bottle. Participation is optional, and students may take breaks, sit out, or join 
at their own pace. Sunscreen and insect repellent are recommended. 

Alternative Participation Options (If Applicable): Students who prefer a less active role may take 
breaks, sit at the edges of the playing area, or choose a supporting role such as observing or helping 
with equipment. 

 

Event Title: Movie Night Under the Stars 

Event Date: Sunday, September 6, 2026 

Event Time: 8:30pm 



Event Location: Harriet Irving Botanical Gardens 

Event Coordinator: Annamarie Noble / Adam Detienne 

Event Description: A shared outdoor film experience designed to bring the Orientation Week 
Community Day to a close, fostering relaxation, connection, and community spirit. Students will 
have the opportunity to unwind, reflect on their first days at Acadia, and enjoy a welcoming and 
inclusive social environment alongside peers and campus community members. 

 

Additional Details: 

What to Expect: An outdoor movie screening on Community Day evening. Students will gather in a 
relaxed outdoor setting to watch a film together, with seating areas (blankets/chairs as applicable) 
arranged in advance. A screen, projector, and sound system are set up, along with a welcome and 
information table. The event provides a calm, shared experience to close out Community Day. 

Location Details: The event takes place outdoors in the Harriet Irving Botanical Gardens with 
seating arranged in advance. Signage for directions and accessibility is provided, and lighting is 
prepared for safe movement after dark. Accessibility seating and viewing areas are available. A 
contingency indoor location is prepared in case of weather. 

Environment: This is a relaxed outdoor event with low to moderate noise levels, including the film 
audio and low conversation. This is an evening event outdoors, so lighting will be low or dark, with 
lighting provided for safe movement. Students may move freely and take breaks as needed. 
Exposure to weather is possible, as this is an outdoor event. While Acadia has a scent-free policy 
on campus, other participants may still wear scented products or exhibit other smells such as body 
odour, cigarette/cannabis smoke, or food smells. Food smells from snacks or refreshments may be 
present. 

Other Considerations: Students may want to bring a blanket, chair, or warm layers, as this is an 
evening outdoor event and temperatures may drop after dark. A water bottle is recommended. This 
is a relaxed, low-key event, and students may participate at whatever level feels comfortable. 

Alternative Participation Options (If Applicable): Students who prefer a quieter or less 
stimulating experience may sit at the edges of the viewing area, use the accessibility seating, or 
take breaks as needed. 

 


