Canada and Nova Scotia invest in infrastructure at Acadia
University
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September 14, 2016 – Wolfville, Nova Scotia – Innovation, Science and Economic Development Canada
The Government of Canada values the role of post-secondary institutions as they help equip young
Canadians with the education and training they need for future careers that will help them join a strong,
healthy middle class. Today’s $15.98-million investment at Acadia University will do just that by fostering
the training needed for the well-paying middle-class jobs of today and tomorrow.
The funding was announced by the Honourable Scott Brison, President of the Treasury Board, on behalf of
the Honourable Navdeep Bains, Minister of Innovation, Science and Economic Development, and by the
Honourable Kelly Regan, Nova Scotia Minister of Labour and Advanced Education.
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The Government of Canada’s Innovation Agenda aims to make this country a global centre for
innovation—one that creates jobs, drives growth across all industries and improves the lives of all
Canadians. This investment exemplifies that vision in action and will help create the well-paying middleclass jobs of tomorrow.
The funding will be used to renovate and upgrade Huggins Science Hall and Elliott Hall, two older
buildings that are part of Acadia University’s Science Complex. The upgrades will promote intensified
research and commercialization activities at the Science Complex, while also improving the buildings’
energy use and efficiency. The project will also see a small structure adjoining the buildings converted into
an innovation pavilion, with space for laboratories and support services for industrial liaison,
commercialization and co-op education.
Of the $15.98-million investment, $10.48 million will come from the Government of Canada and $5.5
million from the Province of Nova Scotia. Acadia University and private donors will contribute an
additional $6.27 million for a total investment of $22.25 million.
In total, the Government of Canada, the provincial government, the institutions themselves and private
donors are investing $130 million in universities and colleges throughout Nova Scotia. Federal funding will
be allocated through the Post-Secondary Institutions Strategic Investment Fund, which will enhance and
modernize research facilities on Canadian campuses and improve the environmental sustainability of these
facilities.
As a result of these investments, students, professors and researchers will work in state-of-the-art facilities
that advance the country’s best research. They will collaborate in specially designed spaces that support
lifelong learning and skills training. They will work in close proximity with partners to turn discoveries
into products or services. In the process, they will train for—and create—the high-value, middle-class jobs
of the future. And their discoveries will plant the seeds for the next generation of innovators.
That is how the Strategic Investment Fund will jump-start a virtuous circle of innovation, creating the right
conditions for long-term growth that will yield benefits for generations to come.
On July 4, 2016, the Government of Canada and the governments of the four Atlantic provinces launched
the Atlantic Growth Strategy, which involves targeted actions to stimulate Atlantic Canada’s economy,
including supporting key infrastructure projects that contribute to long-term growth and position the
region to capitalize on emerging opportunities. Today’s announcement builds on this commitment.

Quotes

“This once-in-a-generation investment by the Government of Canada is a historic down payment on the
government’s vision to position Canada as a global centre for innovation. That means making Canada a
world leader in turning ideas into solutions, science into technologies, skills into middle-class jobs and startup companies into global successes. Investments like this also support our Atlantic Growth Strategy,
designed to stimulate the region’s economy and address its challenges while building on Atlantic Canada’s
competitive advantages, such as its strong export potential, growing innovation ecosystem and skilled
workforce.”

– The Honourable Navdeep Bains, Minister of Innovation, Science and Economic Development

“Investments like these in Atlantic Canada will support our world-class researchers and position Canada as
a global leader in research excellence and innovation. Through the Strategic Investment Fund, we are
providing Canada’s students with the education and training they need to join a strong, healthy middle
class.”
– The Honourable Scott Brison, President of the Treasury Board

“Innovation, R&D and entrepreneurship are key to moving Nova Scotia forward. The Valley region has a
long history and successful record when it comes to innovation. This project will give Acadia students
access to modern, high-quality facilities that will prepare them for successful careers and help build the
skilled workforce we need to support good jobs and economic growth today and tomorrow.”
– The Honourable Kelly Regan, Nova Scotia Minister of Labour and Advanced Education

“This investment in Acadia by the governments of Canada and Nova Scotia addresses a critically important
infrastructure need at Acadia. Renovating Huggins Science Hall and Elliott Hall will modernize
laboratories that are more than 50 years old while also significantly reducing our environmental footprint.
Acadia has experienced strong enrolment growth in the Faculty of Pure and Applied Science, and the
renovated facilities will serve over 2,000 students each year. The project also includes an innovation
pavilion that will provide new space for students and faculty who are actively engaged in pure and applied
research that is directly beneficial to Annapolis Valley business sectors such as agriculture, green energy
and information technology. We are grateful for the commitments we’ve received from both governments,
which will allow us to proceed immediately with a project that will strengthen one of the foundational
elements of Acadia’s academic programming and increase our capacity to support the Nova Scotia
knowledge economy.”
– Ray Ivany, President and Vice-Chancellor, Acadia University
Quick facts
The Government of Canada is providing $60.32 million for research infrastructure at institutions
across Nova Scotia. Acadia University has been awarded $10.48 million for its project.
The Government of Canada’s Innovation Agenda is designed to ensure Canada is globally
competitive in promoting research, translating ideas into new products and services, accelerating
business growth and propelling entrepreneurs from the start-up phase to international success.
The targeted, short-term investments under the Post-Secondary Institutions Strategic Investment
Fund will promote economic activity across Canada and help Canada’s universities and colleges
develop highly skilled workers, act as engines of discovery, and collaborate on innovations that
help Canadian companies compete and grow internationally.
The Post-Secondary Institutions Strategic Investment Fund supports the Government of Canada’s
climate change objectives by encouraging sustainable and green infrastructure projects.
On July 4, 2016, the Government of Canada and the governments of the four Atlantic provinces
unveiled the Atlantic Growth Strategy, a homegrown, prosperity-focused and evidence-based
strategy to stimulate the region’s economy and address both long-standing and emerging regional

challenges.
The Atlantic Growth Strategy is aimed at stimulating economic growth in the region by focusing
joint federal-provincial efforts and resources on the following five areas of action: skilled
workforce and immigration, innovation, clean growth and climate change, trade and investment,
and infrastructure.
As part of the Atlantic Growth Strategy, both levels of government will work together on key
infrastructure projects.

Associated links
Post-Secondary Institutions Strategic Investment Fund website
Post-Secondary Institutions Strategic Investment Fund backgrounder
Innovation Agenda backgrounder
Atlantic Growth Strategy
Follow Minister Bains on social media.
Twitter: @MinisterISED
Follow the Atlantic Growth Strategy on Twitter: #AtlanticGrowth

- 30 -

Contacts

Philip Proulx
Press Secretary
Office of the Minister of Innovation, Science and Economic Development
343-291-2500

Media Relations
Innovation, Science and Economic Development Canada
343-291-1777
ic.mediarelations-mediasrelations.ic@canada.ca

Recent Spotlights
October in Photos

September in Photos

Meet Doanya Gholami, Class of 2021 Valedictorian

Guy Harrison-Murray wins prestigious Frank H. Sobey Award for Excellence in Business Studies

Acadia’s Margaret Hopkins named a McCall MacBain scholar finalist

Contact
University Communications
Emmerson Hall, Suite 108
31 University Ave
Wolfville, Nova Scotia, B4P 2R6
newsroom@acadiau.ca
902-585-1705

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

